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Vion, and there 
+ |. der: And that Time is between the 
beginning and ending of the ſixth 


A} In 


| ” 
2 A Diſcourſe of the Nature 
__ In Chap.g. v. 13. the ſixth Trutn- 
pet ſounded ; and a conſiderable part 
of the Event of that Trumpet is ſet 
down in the following Verſes to the ' 
end of that Chapter, which Expoſi- 
'ynderſtyng to be meant of the 
>&s .Cbnquerings and (poſſeflirg 
themſelves of the Eaſtern part of the 
Roman Empire : and the Calamities 
cauſed thereby -were a great part of 
the ſecond wo, -which was the-wo of 
that Trumper. "The deſign of which 
Judgment of God upon the Empire, 
was to awaken the Inhabitants there- 
of, and eſpecially thoſe of the We- 
ſtern Empire (upon whom that ſtokm 
had nor fallen, or but very little oft) 
and to excite 'them to repent of the 
work of therr hands, ſuch as was their 
worſhipping of Devils or Demons, 
and Tdols of Gold, Silver, Brafs, Stone 
and Wood, ' and of their Murders, 
Sorceries, Fornications and - Thetrs, 
wer. 20, But this Judgment produced 
no ſuch good effect, for they repen- 
ted not, as appears, ver. 21. 
Whereupon in Chap, 10. 1. another 
mighty 
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i comes down from Hea- 
gu a little: Book open in his 


| 


hen he had ſodone, ſeven thunders 


their Voices. But St. Jobs 
was forbidden to write what thoſe 
thunders uttered. But in as much as 
this Lion-like roaring of the Aagel, 
ind alſo theſe thundering Voices fall 


ſeems likely by what next follows, 
that the reaſon why thoſe terrible 
things uttered by the thunderiog 
Voices, were at that time ſcaled up, 
might be , becauſe the execution of 
them was not to fall out under this 
ſixthTrumpert,but under the ſeventh; 
and therefore not ſo proper to be de- 


clared under the fixth Trumpet, 0- 
A 4 therwile 


a: ADiſcourſe of \the Nature 
cherwiſe than by hints and intimati- 
ons: in general. And indeed Biblia 
Regia, | Andreas , and others, render 
the Angels words from the _— 
chus :' Seal up thoſe things which the 
ſeven thunders have uttered , and thou 
ſhale write them hereafter (not, axd 
write them not) as. the Author of 
the Notes, framed our of the Expoſi- 
tions of Dr. FH. More ; = yen 
upon the place. Some lighter Plagues 
o—_ to befal this mt >. 4 under this 
ſixth Trumpet, in order ſtill ro-their 
mendment, if poſſible ; But thoſe 
fil of thatend, the greater ſtroke 
which will make anend of that pow- 
er by which the Church had fo long 
ſuffered, is reſerved to the times of 
the ſeventh Trumpet. And there- 
fore under that Trumpet it is more 
particularly and exprelly declared to 
St. Jobn by Viſion , That the time. of 
Gods wrath will then be come, in which 
he will deſtroy them which had deſtroy'd 
the earth : Which Viſional Prophecy 
is accompanied with Voices and thun» 
ders ashere, and with lightning, and 
F-rehquake 
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and Order of Occurrences. 5 
_ and great hail, Chap. 11. 


z; 19- 
And that the things here uttered 
| q the thunders and the execution 
thole things did a in to the 
time of the ſeventh Trumpet, is ſtill 
| the more likely, not to ſay apparent; 
becauſe that which next-and imme- 
| dately follows upon thoſe ſeven 
! th and the ſealing of them up, 
sa moſt ſolemn Oath whuch the An- 
p—_ That there ſhould be delay 
of time 06 longer for execution of 
thoſe things, but only until rhe days 
of the ſeventh ACE 
' found, but that then E_Y 
God ſhall be finiſhed which had been 
declared to the concerning 
the full and final jon of the 
| + we ——_—— and the glo- 
nt and exalration of 
the-Church i ſelf as is further to be 


ſhewn when we come to the ſeventh 


| Trum 
I here make uſe of that reading 
[there ſhall be delay of time no longer | 
becauſe I find ſeveral Expoſitors Few 


6 A Diſcourſe:of the Nature 
fer it before that other reading [there 
ſhalt be time no longer] and becauſe al. 
ſo it beſt ſuits with the ſcope of the 
Fo , and the coherent Verſes. 
hough 'tis true, the common read- 
ing duly conſidered , ſignifies the 
fi thing the other does, though it 
thing the WI it, For ac» 
—_ to that reading , - the time 
when God wilb finiſh hus myſtery de- 
clared to the Prophets , ſhall be no 
longer but till the da $ of the ſeventh 
Angel, when be ſhall ſouffd. .  ; 
After this St; John is bid to take 
the litrleBook out of the Angels hand, 
— — and when he had done 
Arigel told him he muſt pro- 
pic _ , to wit, what ſhould 
befal the Empire under the 
ſxxth Trumpet and hs ſeventh alſo, 
beſides what he had of al- 
ready. . And acc the very 
next things he — of after be he 
had caten rhe little Book, are the Oc- 
currences {et down between the firſt 
and 14th wer. of Chap. 11. Which 
things were to fall out 1n whole or 
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' fion we meet with atter it was faid 


and 'Order"of Occurrences. 3 
in-part , in' the 'trmes of the ſixth 
Trumpet: Which appears in that the 
period of thoſe times falls after thoſe 
Occurrences , as we'tind at the 14. 
ver. the fecond wo is paſt, meaning 
then, and not till then. 

And therefore though the firſt Vi- 


to St; Job, thou mult propheſie a- 
gain, which concerns the meaſuring 


; of the Temple, the leaving unmea- 


ſured the outward Court thereof, and 
concerning the propheſying of the 
two Witneſſes 1260 days, doescom- 
mence as high as from = firſt ſtared 
i100, corruption and degenera 
of a great it of che Church; _ 
this Viſion being ſeen by St. John,un- 
der his Viſion of the fuxth Trumpet 
(asit is manifeft it was) that Viſional 
Propheſy muſt in all reaſon receive 
its fullfilling and accompliſhment in 
, in times of the ſixth Trum 

or this I take as a ſure rule, That 
the fulfilling the Viſions in whole or 
in part , received under each of the 


ſeven Trumpets, does belong to the 
Þ times 


$. A Diſcourſe of the Nature 
times of thoſe Trumpets under which 
St. Jobs had thoſe Viſions, unleſs 
there be ſome plain intimation to the 
contrary. As there was when St. 
obhn had a Viſion m—_— un 
rumpet concerning the fini 
the or fo of -God under png 
venth ; for the nature of the Viſion 
was an expreſs Declaration of it,Chap. 
10. 7 And the nature of the Viſion 
of the holy Cities being trodden un- 
der foot 42 ical Months, and 


the Witneſles ying in Sack- 
Cloth 1260 prophetical days , will 
not admit of a compleat fulltilling of 
them in leſs time than fix of the ſeven 
Trumpets will take up, or very near 
it; and therefore could be fullflled 
but in part under the (ixth Trumpet; 
and in _ they were fullfilled under 
each of the five former Trumpets. 
Under theſe limitations I thjak we 
=y take it for a general rule which 
will always hold true, That the ſc- 
veral Viſions of the Trumpets will be 
fullfilled in the times of thoſe Trum- 
pets under which they were __ Ta 
eny 


- — 


— 


— 


LL LL aciqnhRagagoofGabdrore_ccrSsS RW 


and Order of Occurrences. 9g 

this is to deny the end 
ſl uſe of the Given Trumpets which 
are as {o many figns by which to 
know the ſucceſſion, place and order 
of the ſeveral Events of the ſeveral 
Viſions under thoſe Trumpets. With- 
| our which we ſhould be at a loſs to 
know what time or age of the World 
the things ſignified by ſuch or ſuch a 
Viſion might be , Or to un- 
derftand when ſuch Viſional Prophe- 
cies were fullfilled when they are 


I have faid thus much to ſhow 
hy we ſhould not think that the 
on why St. John was told by the 
that he muſt propheſic again, 
was becauſe thoſe ical Vitions 
' contained in the 11 _ _—_— 

I, to ver. 14. though they were 
ance he ccalend eh ho mack 
the open Book from the Angel, 
were ſucha new ſet of Prophecies as 
' that the fullfilling of them did not at 
all belong to the times of the ſixth 
— contained no 
part of the wo of that Trumpet. But 
now 


E 
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now I ſhall ſhow why, asI conceive, 
St. John wo bedaid to prophefie 
4in in thole very Prophecis rough 

the fulfilling of them werepart of 
Event of the ſixth Trumpet , 'and 
part of the woof it. And the reaſon 
reſpeQs partly the nature of the wo 
to be further brought upon the Em- 
pire as corrupt and impenitent , as 
different from what had been Prophe- 
fied of, and brought upon it betore, 
both under the {nxth Trumpet , as 
alſo under the five precedent Trum- 
pets : and partly in reſpeCt of the A- 
gents by whom this latter part of / 
the wo of this ſixth Trumper was ' 
to be brought on the corrupt Em» 
pire, as different from thoſe- by 
whom the former part of that wo 
was brought upon it, and from 
thoſe alſo who were Executioners of 
the Plagues of the former five Trum- 

ts. 

"The Viſions of the five precedent 
Trumpets, repreſented fo many ho- 
ſtile Calamities, which were to betal 
the Empire ſucceſſively for their 4s 
ny, 
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, and Cruelty to the Church of 
| = with other their abominations. 
| And although the wo of the fixth 
| nn nagns thus likewiſe by the 

Turkiſh Invaſion and Conqueſt ; Yet 
the other part of that wo which was 
| to follow, was quite of another na- 
ture. For although the wo of the 
ſixth Trumpet in its beginning as 
| well as the Plagues of all che former 
| Trumpets, was brought upon the 
| Empire by thoſe who were Enemies 
to the Church of God as well as to 
' the Empire it ſelf, yer the other part 
| of that wo contained in Viſions in 
|| the 11 Chap. was to be brought upon 
the Empire, the Popedom eſpecially 
(contimuing ftill impenitent) 
thoſe of the Church of God. And 
this not in an hoſtile manner as the 
former part of the wo was, but by 
the Witneſſes Propheſying , and by 
the Reformation, and by pouring out 
feveral of the Vials God's wrath, 
of a more ſpiritual nature than the 
—_—_— of __ is _ 
entedby the Viſions in 
11th Chap. The 
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The Viſions then in the x 1h Chop. 
though under the ſixth Trumper, 
differing ſo much as they do, both 
from the Viſions of the former Trum- 
pets, and from the firſt Viſion of the 
ſixth Trumpet it ſelf, repreſenting as 
it werea new Scene of Atairs, mighr 
well be a reaſon, not only of the An- 
ls ſaying unto S. Foh#, Thou muſt 
ropheſy again , but alſo of ſuch a 
ſolemn ation tO It as is con- 
tained in the 10th (het. And yet 
ſincein the 2th Chap. there begins a 
new ſets of Prophecies commencing 
from the firſt ſtate of the Chriſtian 
Church, its poſſible the Angel in ſay- 
ing, Thou muſt Propheſy ag», mig! t 
have reſpet to that alſo. But this 
was not until St. Joh» had done with 
his Viſions of all the ſeven Trumpets. 
And indeed it is in it ſelf a very un- 
likely thing, that before he had done 
with thoſe Viſions of the Trumpets, 
the thing he had in hand, he ſhould 
break oft from them to begin a new 
ſert of Prophecies , and fimiſh them, 


and after all to return again to the 
Viſions 


On 


Ls << = nzD @E -< 


or n_ = 1D wh == 


£5 


— ao core A xw tc LV X£6x. turn Qrz 


” EW ran of 


BPTITacea7 HAS 


and Order of Occurrences. 173 


Viſions of the laſt Trumpet, to make 
an end of his prophetical Viſions un- 
der all the Trumpets. 
' Having thus prepared the way, I 
ſhall come now briefly to conlider 
the Viſions and Prophecies themſelves 
as they are orderly repreſented in this 
11 Chap. and I ſhall begin with the 
Viſion of meaſuring the Temple, 
with which that Chapter begins. 
Ver. 1. And there was given me a 
reed like unto a Rod ; and the Angel 
ſtool, ſaying, Riſe, and meaſure the 
Temple of God , and the Altar, and 
them that worſhip therein. This, we 


Inn CO _ 


'F mult note, is not a Hiſtory of things 


then done, but a Viſional Prophecy of 
what was to be done in time then to 
come. 

The Temple, Altar , and Wor- 
ſhippers in old Teſtament time, did 
ſummarily comprize God's publick 
worſhip : for the publick worſhip 
was performed by the Worſhippers 
in the Temple and at the Altar. And 
by theſe may be here meant the Chri- 


ſtiaa Church worſhip , it being fre- 
B quent 


14 4 Diſcovirſe of the Nature 
quent in this Book to ſhadow out the 
Antitype by an Old Teſtament 
Type. 

Meaſuring when apply'd to Tem- 
ple and Altar, as here ir is, is wont 
to be in order to the building or re- 
building of them 3 it being a meta- 
phor borrowed from the cuſtom of 
Architeftors who uſe to meaſure the 
dimenſions of ground, and of the ma- 
terials of an Edifice to be erected. 
And by it may be (ignified and meant 
in this place the rebuilding or re-eſta- 
bliſhing a Chriſtian Temple , or a 
pure and undefiled Church-worſhip 


and Worſhippers , according to the * 


firſt Inftitution of theſe, 

But for our better — 
the matter of this Viſion, we mul 
conſider from what time the thing 
ſignified by this Viſion did com- 
mence ; and that was from the time 
in which the groſs corruptions in 
worſhip (ſuch as was the Invocation 
of Saints, and the giving that honour 
to Creatures which is due only to 
God) which had crept into the 
Church 
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Chureh/by degrees, had got ſuch an 
Head, as to be owned and maintain- 
,|ed by the Sovereign Powers in the 
' Empire, For this meaſuring of the 
| Temple , and the beginning of the 
Beaſts 42 Months reign, ſynchronize, 
12s | ſhall ſhow on the next Verſe : 
and ſo does the meaſuring of the 
Temple, and rhe leaving the out- 
ward Court'ot it unmeaſured. And 
the leaving the outward Court which 
was much larger than the Temple, 
unmeaſured at the ſame time the 
Temple was meaſured, argues plain- 


1 6 that the greateſt pare of the 


hurch, as it had been reputed, was 
at that time grown very corrupt, as 
the reaſon given in the next Verſe, 
why the outward Court ſhould nor 
be meaſured , does likewiſe ſhow. 
And by this deteftion the ſound 
Chriſtians were reduced to much the 
lame neceſſity of abſtaining from 
Communion 1n the publick worſhip 
of the Empire, though called Chri- 


ſtian, as they had been in of forbear- 
ing Communion in th: Pagan wor- 
D 2 ſhip, 
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ſhip, before Chriſtianity became pub- 
lickly owned for the Religion ot the 
Empire. And therefore as they were 


obliged to hold and praQtiſe the Com» "| 


munion of Saiats in Church worſhip; 
ſo they were, by way of neceſſity, 
liged to hold and praftiſe that Com- 
munion more privately and a part 
trom the more publick Aſſemblies. 
Now this being the ſtate and con- 
dition of the Church, at the time to 
which this Viſion of meaſuring the 
Temple, Altar and Worſhippers, did 
primarily refer , it fairly intimates, 
that Almighty Godin his Providence, 


would at this time begin to ſet on / 


foot a reformed worſhip among a re- 
lormed people , or ſuch as had not 
been corrupted, as differenced from 
the people and worſhip which conti- 
nucd ſtii] corrupt , and which were 
likely ſtill co continue ſo. And this 
was as it were a rebuilding of the 
Chriſtian Temple , the Chriſtian 
Church-worſhip, and Worſhippers : 
being much of rhe ſame nature, and 
cariicd on much after the ſame man- 

acr , 
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ger, and under the fame difficult cir- 
! cumſtances as it was at the firſt, 


| while” Paganiſm was profeſſed as the 


| publick Religion of the Empire. And 
| this new reformed ſtate of theChurch 
and of its worſhip, having the Sove- 
reign Powers of the Empire againſt 
t, and far the greateſt part of the 
people likewiſe : it did fubſilt and 
was carried on in a more private 
way and manner than the corrupt 
worſhip by a corrupt people was, and 
that all along until the time of Retor- 
mation ; and the difterence between 
the Inner Temple and the Outward 


| Court, may be a fair indication of it. 


And to this pure and reformed 
Eſtate of the Church , that Viſion 
ſeems to refer, which is ſet down in 
the five firſt Verſes of the 14th Chap. 
of the Revelations, where St. John 
looked, and lo « Lamb ſtood on Mount 
Sion, and with him 144000. having 
bis Fathers name written in their Fore- 
beads *=-- Theſe are they which were no: 


defiled with Women , for they are Vir- 
gins. Theſe are they which follow the 
| Lamb 


B 3 
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Lamb whitherſoover be goeth': Theſe 
were redeemed from among men , bei 

the firſt-ſruits wntoGod, and to the 


1. This Viſion is next adjoined to" 


the Viſion of the Rile of the firſt and 
ſecond Beaſt , the ten Horned, and 
the two horned , related in the for- 
mer Chapter. - And that the riſe of 
the Beaſt, and the leaving the out- 
ward Court of the Temple unmea- 
ſured at the ſame time the Temple it 
ſelf was meaſured, do ſynchronize, 
I have been ſhewing already , and 
ſhall further ſhow. 2. The place 
where the Lamb and his Company 
are here ſeen apart from the Beaſt and 
his Followers, 1s Mount Sox, the 
very place where the meaſured Tem- 
ple ſtood, in which the true Wor- 
ſhippers worſhipped. 3. The diffe- 
rence between the rwoParties is made 
viſible and notorious, by the diffe- 
» rent marks of them to whom they do 
belong ; The Lambs Followers ha- 
ving his Fathers Name written on 
their Forchead, and the Slaves of the 
Beaſt, his mark in their Forehead or 
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ight hand. 4. Theſe were not defi- 
with Women, to be guilty of ſpi- 
ritual Fornication in worſhip , as 


"| thoſe enticed by the Mother of Har- 


lots were; but were Virgins, chaſt in 
their worſhip, not giving out them- 
ſelves therein to more than one abje&t 
of worſhip. 5. Theſe were redeem- 
ed from among men; that is, they 
were reſcued from among the multi- 
tude and rabble that followed the 
Beaſt, and were the Firſt-fruit toGod 
and to the Lamb, to wit, the firſt 
re Worſhippers that followed the 
mb after the Apoſtaſie came to be 
Theſe rhings are 
great Signs, that the Viſton of them 
belongs to the ſame times in which 
the reſtoring the Chriſtian worſhip 
toits purity, firſt began after the A- 
poſtaGe, and which was ſignified by 
meaſuring the Temple and Worſhip- 
rs. 
And as I do not doubt but that this 
ſtate of the Church, from the time 
aforeſaid down to the Reformation, 


was the fullfilling of this prophetical 
B 4 Vition 
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Viſion to a degree, and in the firſt 
inſtance of it; 1o I as little doubt but 
that the more compleat, and in ſome 


reſpe& the more eminent accompliſh. ' 


ment of it was brought to paſs by the 
Reformation begun by L«ther, when 
the Pablickneſs of the true Chriſtian 
worſhip was reſtored in ſeveral King- 
doms, States and Principalities in the 
Empire, and became owned, main- 
tained and defended by the Sovereign 
Powers in them. For as this Viſion 
was ſeen by St. John under the ſixth 
Trumpet , or among the Viſions of 
that Trumpet, and not before ; fo 


the compleat fullfilling of it muſt ' 


needs reach down to the times of that 
Trumpet, and be effefted by the Re- 
formation which was brought to paſs 
in thoſe times. The no of this 
I have already ſhown, and ſhall now 
proceed to ſome other reaſons which 
may facilitate our belict, that the 
former Reformation begun about the 
beginning of the Beaſts 42 Months 
Reign, and the latter begun by L- 
ther, were the fullfilling ot this Viſion 

and 
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| and Prophecy of meaſuring the Tem- 


ple, Altar and Worfhippers. 
1. Such Viſional and Prophetical 


"| meaſuring as this here is, has been 


wont in other of the Prophets to 
_ and foreſhow by way 
of ſign the Reſtauration of God's pub- 
lick worſhip , after it has for a time 
been ſuppreſt. Thus the meaſuring 
of Jeruſalem, and the "Temple, at- 
ter ſome of the Jews return out of 
their 70. years Captivity, was a fign 
to aſſure them, that their City and 
Temple ſhould be rebuilt, and their 
publick worſhip reſtored. Zgch. 2. 
1,2, 1 lift up mine eyes again and look- 
ed, and behold a man with a meaſuring 
line in his hand; Then ſaid I, whither 
goeit thueu? And he ſaid unto me, to 
meaſure Jeruſalem , to ſee what is the 
length thereof , and what is the breadth 
thereof. And Chap. 1. 16. Therefore 
thus ſaith the Lord, I am returned to 
—_—_ with mercies ; my houſe ſhall 
built in it , ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
and a line ſhall be ſtretched forth upon 
Jeruſalem. The meaſuring of the 
Temple 
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Temple of Jeruſa/em deſcribed in Ezet. 
40. 3- and the Chapters following : 
and . foretel a far more ta- 


worſhipamong the Jews at laſt, than 
what was vouchſafed them after their 
return from Babypn, and after a far 
Captivity. The ereQting the 
holy City, the new Fers/a/em Church 
ſtate, as excelling all that had been 
before it, and this after the deſtrufti- 
on of the City of Baby/on, or corrupt 
Church ſtate , is ſignified and fore- 
ſhow'd by its being meaſured with a 
golden reed, Rev. 21. 15. 

The reſtitution then of God's pub- 
lick worſhip being uſually the king 
intended to be foreſhown in other 
Prophets, by a Viſion of meaſurin 
the wonted places of God's publi 
worſhip , after they have long lain 
deſolate, is a very good reaſon why 
we ſhould underſtand the ſame thing 
to be prefigured by this Viſional mea- 
ſuring of St. John, This Harmony in 

ick Schemes of this nature, is 
iuch a reaſon and ground of fixing 


vpon 


mous reſtauration of God's publick ' 
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this ſence of this Viſioa of St. 
oa as no other n_ it 


Ge elume, pretend 


he PRLITge begun bye 
te by ow God's WOr- 
| ſhip wasre a A 
States and Principalities,is moſt likely 


to be the final Event of this Viſional 
meaſuring the Temple and Altar, be- 
cauſe it fell out at ſuch a time as did 
exatly correſpond with, and anſwer 
to that order of time in which Sr. 
ohn had this Viſion. And I have 
w'd before, that the Events of Vi- 
ſions ſeen by St. John under the 
ſixth Trumpet, were in whole or in 
part, to fall out in the times of that 
Trumpet at leaſt, if not in the ſzme 
order they were ſeen, as this we are 
upon ſcems to have done. For St. 
John had this Viſion not only under 
the ſixth Trumper, but alſo after that 
Viſion of the Exphratean Horiemen's 
over- _— the Eaſtern Empire. 
Now that the Reformation was the 
next great Event of Providence which 
tell out ia the Weſtern Empire, after 
the 
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the ruine of the Eaſtern by the Turks, 


appears plainly in Hiſtory. For the 
Turks had prevailed fo far in that 


— as that in the year 1453. 
they had made themſelves Maſters of 
(onftentinople, the Capital City of 
the Eaſtern Empire. And after this 
the time ran on for more than 50. 
yu in completing their Conqueſt, 

y fubduing Syria, Paleſtine, a rt 
of Egypt,and ſome other places which 
had eſcaped them before. 

And that which followed a little 
after theſe things, was the Reforma- 
tion begun by Lather in the year 
1517. So that this exquilte agree- 
ment in time and order, between the 
Viſion and the Event of meaſuring 
the Temple, is little leſs than a de- 
monſtration, that the Viſion was as 
it were the Type, and the Reforma- 
tion the Antitype of it. It muſt be 
remembred that it is much morecahe 
for us who come after the time to 
which the place and order of this Vt- 
ſion points, to underſtand with ſome 


certainty, what occurrence 15; or has 
been 
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been the fullfilling of it, than it was 
for thoſe who lived before it to de- 
termine what occurrence ſhould af- 
terwards be the proper event of it. 
For when we have ſeveral events of 
Providence before us which have fal- 
lenout in the time of this ſixth Trum- 
pet, we may the better judge which 
of them beſt anſwers to the nature of 
the Viſion that was tobbe fullfilled 
in that time. The fullfilling of Pro- 
hetical Viſions do in a great mea- 
ure expound them. To thele rea- 
ſons I might add 
3. That it may farther appear, 
that the Reformation was prehgured 
by —_— the Temple , by the 
two Witneſles (by whole prophelys 
ing it was brought about) being re- 
preſented by three pair of famous Re- 


' formers under the Old Teſtament, 


to wit, Moſes and Aaron , Elias and 
Eliſha, Zerubbabel and Joſbua the High 
Prieſt. For the ewo Witnelles here 
Ine are made the Antitype in 
their reforming work, to Moſes and 


Azrozs in bringing the people out " 
the 
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the bondage of myſtical As 

had I1/re/ out of the rd 
ral Exypr, and to'them they are com- 
cards, wer, 6. In'this work alfo they 
reſembled Ela with Eliſhe in reco- 
vering the people from 'Anrichriſtian 
Idofatry, as they had I/rae! from Ba- 
alifh Tdolatty, and to them they are 
cOmguren, . 6. But the pair of Old 
T at Reformers, to which the 
two Witneffes are firft compared,ver. 
4. are, we ſee, Zerubbabel and Joſhua, 
under the Symbol of two Olive 
Trees, and two Candleſticks. Which 
ſeems to be a fair intimation, that 
what was foreſhow'd by meaſuring 
the Temple and Altar juſt before 
mentioned, ſhould be brought to paſs 
by the two Witneſſes reſembling 
therein Zerubbabel and Joſbaa, in 
their rebuilding the Temple, and re- 
ſtoring God's publick worſhip. And 
that it was an intimation of ſuch a 
thing is the more likely, becauſe this 


pair of Old Teftament Reformers, 


thongh laſt in order of Hiſtory of the 
three made uſe of in this Chapter, are 
yet 


q 
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firſt in the compariſon here made 
Rs them and the Witneſſes. And 
why ſo? But becauſe this pair of Re- 


'T formers in their rebuilding the Tem- 


| ple and reſtoring God's publick wor- 

ip intheir time,did belt ſerve roex- 
hibit in a figure whatthe tewoWitne(- 
| ſes were to do in reſtoring God's pub- 
lick worſhip by theReformation. This 
reaſon ſhows the ſence given of mea- 
ſuring the Temple and Altar, to be a- 
__ to the general ſcope and de- 
gn of the following Viſions as well 
as this, whichall run upon Reforma- 
tion work to be brought about by the 


\ 


| Witneſſes, This conſideration, to- 


_ with the agreeableneſs of this 
, with other prophetick Schemes 
| concerning the reſtitution of God's 
| publick worſhip, prefigured by a like 
| meaſuring the Temple, do render the 
| ſence given to be the moſt natural, 
and the moſt cafe. 

Ver. 2. But the Court which s with- 
out the Temple, leave ont and meaſure 
* not, for it « given to the Gentiles ; 


«nd the holy City ſhall they tread unter 
foot 42 months. Thus 
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This ſeems to be a Viſional Pro- 
y, that the Reformation and re- 
uration of God's publick worſhip, 
ſignified by meaſuring the Temple, 
ſhould be brought to paſs but in part 
of the Weſtera Empire , and that in 
the reſt of it, the former corruptions 
which had been brought into the 
Church, ſhould till prevail uatil the 
42 Months of Years ſhall be run out. 
Which 42 Months are to be reckoned 
to commence from the time in which 
thoſe corruptions having crept into 
the Church more privately and by de- 
grees had got ſuch an head, and had 
0 


far prevailed, as to be owned and *Þ 


maintained by the Sovereign Powers 
of the Empire. This appears 1a that 
the ten horned Beaſt had power given 
him, as to make War with the Saints, 
and to overcome them, 10 to conti- 
nue 42 Months, (hap. 13. 5, 7. So 
that the beginning of this 42 Months 
is to be dated from the beginning of 


this BeaſtsReign,and to laſt no longer /|- 


than till the Reformation firlt took 
place : for this outer Court was not 
0 
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to be meaſured in order to its being 
rebuilded as the Temple was. 

FT cannot bur take norice here, that 
this meaſuring the Temple and Alrar 
cannot refer to the pure ſtate of the 
Church before it fell into groſs cor- 
ruption, as ſome would have it, who 
ſuppoſe this meaſuring to import the 
Churchat this time to be commenſu- 
rate to the divine rule. But it by the 
outward Court of the Temple, and 
the Gentiles which were to tread the 
holy Ciry under foot, be meant the 
corrupt and degenerate part of the 
Church as is generally held it is; 


'' Then the meaſuring of the Temple 


bere cannot refer to ſuch a time or 
ſtare of the Church in geaeral,where- 
1 it continued as yet pure and uncor- 
= uy and commenſurate to the holy 
ru And the reaſon 1s, becauſe at 
the ſame time to which the meaſu- 
ring the Temple and Altar do refer, 
the outward Court of it was incom- 


- menſurate ; that is, the greateſt part 


of the Church was ſo corrupt, as 
made them uncapable of being taken 
C 10to 
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into the number of the Worſhippers 
in the Inner Temple which was mea- 
fured. And thus it was'with that 
part of the corrupt *Church which 
continued till unreformed inthe time 
of that Reformation begun by Lacher, 
when this ViſionalProphecy was com- 
pleatly fulfill'd, and eminently alſo, 
in that the pure and uncorrupt wor- 
ſhip was red to an open and pubs 
lick enjoyment of it. 

Ver. 3. And I nill a wx to my 
two Witneſſes, and they ſhall propheſy « 
—_— two hundred and thyeeſcore days 
clothed in ſackcloth. | 


phelying we ſee is | ro the time 
of the Genrles Prop ning the holy 
City : their prophe ying began with 
char, and runs parallel with t' to the 
end of its race, They bare their Te- 
{timony for God and tor his truth and 
pure worſhip, and y_ the con» 
trary corruptions which had got into 


che Church. And this propheſying *|- 
of theirs all along from the _—_ 
of the Beaſts reign, produced at la 


the 


The time of theſe Witnefles pro- 
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the happy Reformation and Reſtitu- 
ton of Gods publick worſhip in many 
—— Tg States, and Principalities, 
within the Weſtern Empire, and is 
ſtill "carried on by - their prophely- 


, _ 


Which Reformation was a great 
Victory. obtained over the Beaſt, 
wherein he loſt a great parr of his 
Dominions and of his power , and 
was: celebrated with a Triumphant 
Song called, the Song of Moſes and of 
the , Chap. 15, 2. And this Vi- 
Qory and the loſs ſuſtained by it, was 


| one conſiderable part of the wo of the 


ſixth Trumpet upon the Beſtian Party 
in the Weſtern Empire, as the Tur- 
kiſh Conqueſt was another on the 
Eaftern, For it was and has been a 
fore cut to them, being no leſs than 
a partial downtal of the Kingdom of 
the Beaſt. And unto this part of the 
ſecond wo has been and will be ad- 
ded under this Trumpet, a great part 


| of the plagues of the Vials, called the 


ſeven laſt plagues. 
Ver. 4- Mn beſ are the 
af 


two Olive 
Trees, 
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Trees, and the two Candleſticks ſtund- 
ing before the God of the Earth. Mcan- 
ing that cheſe rwo Witneſſes in their 
in o_ like a_— and 

we in theirs, w engthened 
A hands of the Jews in their rebuild- 
ing their City and Temple in a trou- 
blous time, and under very great op- 
poſition ; upon account whereof they 
were reprelented to the Prophet Zg- 
chary in a Viſion, as two Olive Trees, 
and in the midſt a Candleſtick with 
two Branches receiving Oyl from the 
Olive Trees; by theſe in feeding the 
Lamps, the Tabernacle in the Wil- 


derneſs was made lightſome in the 


darkeſt night, Zzch. 4. 

Ver. 5. And if any man will hurt 
them, fire proceedeth out of their month, 
and devoureth their Enemies : and if 
any man will hurt them, he muſt in this 
manner be killed, 

This ſeems to ſet forth in general, 
the effet which the propheſying of 


the two Prophets , after the Refor- | 


mation, ſhould have upon their Ad- 
verſaries; they ſhould be os jon 
Y 


| 


=_ 
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by the fire which proceeded out of 
their mouths. Not that it ſhould 
make an end of them preſently ; ſuch 
| hetick Schemes are not ſo to be 

underſtood. But the meaning rather 
is, that the word of their Prophecy, 
which is the fire which proceedeth 
out of rheir mouth, ſhould ſeize on 
their Adverſaries and arreſt them in 
the name of the Lord , from which 
they ſhould never get themſelves diſ- 
charg'd until it ſhould bring them in- 
to utrer ruin,they continuing impent- 
tent. Thus the word of the Frophets 
of old was ſaid to take hold of the 


| Sinners againſt whom it was denoun- 


ced, Zech. 1. 6. But my words which 
I commanded my Servants the Pro- 


\ 


: 


, did they not take hold of your 
athers? Yes molt certainly they did, 
ſo that they were never .diſcharged 
after, until the evil denounced againſt 
them was —_— brought upon 
them, as it there follows. Thus a- 


|- gain ; [have hewed them by the Prophets, 


I have flain them by the words of my 
month, ſaith God, Ho. 6. 5. Fare as 
C 3 here 
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here proceeding out of the Mouth of 


the Witneſſes, and devouring their 
Adverſaries , is to be underſtood as 


that in Jer. 5. 14. Behold, I will make * 


my =_ in thy mouth fire, awd this 
people wood, and it ſball devour them. 
And whereas it 1s added here, with 
a redoubling of words , if any man 
will hurt them, he muſt 1a this man» 
ner/be killed, it affords us a good rea» 
ſon why we ſhould the rather believe 
what I hinted formerly , which was 
that the latter part of rhe wo of the 
ſixth Trumpet is of a much different 
nature 'from the former part of it, 


The former part of it confiſted in a * 


plague of War, as I ſhow'd: but this 
trer part of it of a torment and vex- 
ation of a more ſpiritual nature, ſuch 
as 15 the proper effeft of the Witnel- 
ſes propheſying, or a being devoured 
by fire proceeding our of their mouth. 
And in faying/ if any man will hurt 
them he muſt in this manner be kill'd, 


he ſcems thereby to deſcribe the na - |. 


ture of the plagues of thoſe Vials, or 
of moſt of them which were to be 
£47 poured 
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out under the (ixth Trumpet, 
upon the Enemies of the Witneſſes. 
. Now that the propheſying of the 


- Witneſſes againſt their Adverſaries, 


has been and is matter of preſent wo 
and torment totheir minds, and ſuch 
as has greatly inraged them from 
time to time , may ecalily be concei- 
ved. For the Witneſfles are wont to 
denounce from the word of the Lord 
the approaching ruine and utter de- 
{truftion wow -n w—_ with - 
its ory : And not only 
{o, hor off , Vn whoever they be 
that worſhip the Beaſt and his Image, 
and reccive his mark 1a their forehead 
or in their hand, the ſame ſhall drink 
of the Wine of the wrath of God 
which i poured out without mix- 
ture into the Cup of his indignation, 
and ſhall be tormented with Fire 
and Brimſtone, in the preſence of 
the holy Angels , and of the Lamb, 
and the like. Now this and ſuch like 


Fire which proceedeth out of the 


Witneſſes mouth, will be apt more 
or lefs to kindle in the minds of their 
C4 Adver- 
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Adverſaries, and to flaſh like lighten. 
ing into their Conſciences, as not 
knowing whatever Face they ſet 

on it , but that theſe and ſuch like 
threatnings belong ro them. They 
may, as there is the greateſt reaſon 
they ſhould, be jealous whether there 
be not ſome {mell of the fire of Hell 
in their Conſciences, when thar Fire 
is darred into them which proceedeth 
out of the mouch of the Witneſſes, 
and whether it may not prove a {a- 
vour of death unto death ro them. 
And if ſuch propheſying of the Wit- 
neſles produce any ſuch fears and jea- 
louſies in their Adverſarics , it muſt 
needs make their lives very uncaſy to 
them : For fear hath torment, (aith St. 
John , and a wounatd ſpirit who can 
bear ? (aith Solomon. And that the pro- 
pheſying of the Witnelles is wont to 
torment their Enemics , 1s very evi- 
dent from the 10. wer. of this Chap. 
where its ſaid, theſe rwa Prophets 


tormented them that dwelt upon the | 


Earth. 
Ver. 6. Theſe have porer to ſhut 


aven 
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heaven that it rain not , in the days of 
their prophecy, and have power over wa- 
ters to turn them to blood, and to [mite 


' the earth with all plagues , as often as 
they will, 


In this Verſe we have ſome inſtan- 
ces of the way and manner of the 
Witneſſes tormenting their Enemies : 
As firſt in ſhutting Heaven that it 
rain not inthe days of their prophecy. 
Herein alluding to what Ekas did 
in the days of Ahab, in cauſing it not 
to rain in three years and fix 
Months. But the Witneſſes thus 
ſhutting Heaven that it rain not in 


| the days of their py which laſt- 
ha 


eth three years and a halt alſo of pro- 
_ years, is not to be underſtood 
iterally as that was, but myſtically. 


| And by the rain here faid to be re- 


ſtrained by the Witneſſes, is probably 
meant the great and rich conſolations 
of the Goſpel, which revive and re» 
freſh penitent Souls, as rain from 


. Heaven doth the parched and thirſty 


ground when it falls upon it. And 
the Witneſles reſtrain this rain from 


falling 
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falling upon the followers. of the 
Beaſt, as El«s did the other from 
falling upon the followers of Baa, 


teſtifying. and pronouncing from - | 


e word of the Lord, that the Hea- 
venly and Evangelical Conſolations 
do not at all belong to them while 
they continue in their Idolatrous, and 
other enormous prattices, But if they 
would once trom deſtroying the 
Lords Prophets, and put away Baal's 
Prieſts , and return to worſhip the 
true Erernal God only, they might 
expect aboundance of rhis rain from 
Heaven, as the 1/rae/ites had of the 
other as ſoon as they became re- - 
formed. 

And have power over Waters to turn 
them to Blood. 

This power of the Witneſles in 
bringing theſe plagues upon the great 
City ſpiritually called Egypt, w. 8. 1s 
in alluſion to one of the Egyptian 
Plagues by the hand of Moſes. Bur it 
rs not literally ro be underſtood, as 
the art of Moſes is, but ſpiritually, 
or myſtically , as the great o_ is 
when 
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| when ſpiritually called Egypr.” And 


it contains two of the ſeven laft 
Plagues., called the Plagues of the 
Viahs, to wit, the ſecond and third 
of them, as we may fee by compa» 
ring theſe words with thoſe in Chap. 
16, 3 & 4. Ver. And the ſecond An+ 
[a5 pare forth bis Vial upon the Sea ; 
it became as the blood of « dead max ; 
and every living Soul died in the. Sea. 
And the third Angel poured ont his Vial 
won the Rivers and Fountains of Wa- 
ters, and they became blood. 
But we are not to underſtand wa» 
ters here in a proper ſence, as thoſe 


in were, but in a ſpiritual and 
m ſence, as Egypt it (elf is here, 
as was but now 'd. And by 


waters in a myſtical fence, we can 
underſtand nothing more properly 
than doctrines concerning {piritual 
things, things which concern the life 
of the Soul, if ſound and wholſom, 
or the death and deſtruction of it, if 


. corrupt. Even as the waters in E- 


t concerned the life and health of 
the body before they became _ 
ut 
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but afterwards tended to the deſtru- 
tion of both, if any were'ſo mad as 
to drink of them. I need not give 
inſtances to ſhow how _—_— in | 
Scripture we are to underſtand 

Arines and Ordinances of worſhip, 
covered with the metaphors of wa- 
ter, it being a thing ſo well known. 
Here we ſee are two ſorts of water 
turned to blood,the waters of theSea, 
and the waters of the Rivers and 
Fountains : The former as the effe&t 
of the effuſion of the ſecond Vial, and 
the Jatter as the effect of the effuſion 
of the third. By the waters of the 
Sea may be underſtood the corrupt 
Dottrines of the Council of Trext, 
impoſed men to be received as 
waters of life drawn out of the Wells 
of Salvation , as things neceſſary to 
be believed and praQtiſed, in order to. 
the obtaining Salvation. The Sea 
in a proper ſence, is a ColleQion of 
many waters _— into it , into 
one Body : All the Rivers run into 
the Sea. ſaith Solomon. And thus the 
Council of Trent might be a Sea in a 
myſtical 


 "FUCOC DB OOTUS RDSD A<MD 


\ ad 


and Order of Occurrences. 41 


myſtical ſence, becauſe of the flow- 
ing of Bi and DoCtors into it, 
_| from all popiſh quarters to bring in- 
' toone body a multitude of corrupt 
Do&trines and Poſitions which were 
ratified and confirmed by their au- 
thority, as if they had been indeed 
waters of life, and ſuch as whoſoever 
ſhould drink ſhould live for ever. 
And the Witneſſes, Biſhops, Do- 
Rors and other of che Reformation, 
turned theſe waters into blood, like 
the corrupt blood of a dead man, not 
by making them ſuch, but by diſco- 
| vering and proving them to be ſuch 
by preaching and writing, and that 
men could no more live eternally by 
drinking thoſe waters, than Fiſh can 
live in the Sea, in caſe it were turned 
into blood, like the blood of a dead 
Man. And by doing thus they ju- 
ſtifed the work of Reformation, and 
their own ſeparation from theChurch 
of Rome , and ſtrengthened the Re- 
formed intereſt more and more, to 
the great vexation and torment of 


their Adverſaries. 
But 
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But- then hereupon, the choiceſt of 


the men of learning and parts am 
the wareformed Fart ; acidervonk , 


the vindication and defence of the 
corrupt DofQtrines of the Council of 
Trent againſt our reformed Divines, 
And theſe were but as Rivers and 
Fountains, deriving their ſtreams 
from their Sea, and returning them 
back again into it. But then our Re- 
formed Authors did moſt effeftually 
confute them , and thereby turned 
thoſe waters into blood allo in the 
fence aforeſaid. 

[Theſe tranſaRions falling out in 
the times of the ſixth Trumpet, un- 
der which Trumpet the Viſion of 
theſe things was , and that in 
courſe after the Viſion of the Refor- 
mation alſo; it may incline us the 
rather to think this event'6f Provi- 
dence to be the proper event and full- 
filling of this Viſion. 

The 1 retation of the third 


Vial concerning the turning the Ri- '|: 


versand Fountains into blood, others 
carry another way, who would =_ 


— 
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the ſhedding' the blood of ſome few 
Jeſvits and Prieſts, by virtue of ſome 
ry qrwouprts. pe their 
$ to Eve 
z foreign ſuperiour power over 
lawful Sovereigns , to be meant by 
turning the Rivers and Fountains in- 
to blood. To which they add the 
tn oe and neon which the 
Armado received in attempt- 
Ro reduce this Nation to the Ro» 
miſh- Yoke. Which interpretation 
ſeems'to receive — from 
the ſaying of the Angel upon the Ri 
vers and Fountains becoming blood : 


 Thow art righteoxs, O' Lord, which art, 


yrs; ; and ou be ; becanſe thou hz 
thus : For they have ſhed 
Fr of Stints and Prephets, er thos 
haſt given them blood to drink, for t 
are worthy, Chap. 16. 5, 6. But this 
ſence does not ſeem to a with the 
myſtical nature which has been ob- 
ſerved in theſe Viſions all al . And 


|" beſides, the foreſaid ſaying of rhe An- 


gel is capable of 4 myſtical ſence as 
well a3 alt the reſt which were before 
it. 
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it. For it is juſt with God, after all 

the means uſed, to bring thoſe wo re- 
tance who ſtill perſiſt in their-ma- 


icious ſhedding the blood of Saints, * 


when they have opportunity, to give 
them u = ſuch - injudicious mend, 
as to drink down thoſe corrupt Do- 
Arines, as believing them to be Was 
rers of Life , when indeed ray Bar 
deſtruQtive ofthe health of their Souls. 
It's foretold of the followers of the 
man of ſin, that becauſe they receis 
ved not the love of the truth, that 
Hoy might be ſaved, that for this 
cauſe God ſhall ſend them ſtrong de- 


lufion, that they ſhould believe a lie ; '| 


that they all might be damned who 
believed not the truth, but had plea- 
ſure in unrighteouſneſs, 2 Theſ]. 2. 10. 
And whether of theſe ſences 1s moſt 
likely co be the right, or whether 
both may not be intended, 1 leave to 
be conſidered. 
And to ſmite the Earth with all 
Plapues as often as they will. 
hele words contain another part 
of the power of the two Witnetles ; 
| they 


- 
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ey have power not only to turn 
<A 47a but alſo to {mute 
the Earth with all Plagues as often as 


" often as they will. . Which argues 


ſtill, that the latter part of the wo of 
the ſixth Trumpet, conſiſteth much 
in ſuch plagues as the Adverſaries of 
the Witnelles ſuffer by their prophe- 
ſying, rather than from any hoſtile 
attempts, either from them, or from 
any others. For with this ſort of 
plagues it may moſt properly be ſaid, 
they had power to {mite them as oft 
as have a mind to it. 

This general aſlertion —_— 


their your of {miting the Eart 
with all 


plagues, following immedi- 
ately upon that particular aſſertion of 
their having power to turn Waters 
into Blood, the words ſeem to inti- 
mate, that as they have power to in- 
flit thoſe two plagues of the ſecond 
and third Vial, by turning the Waters 
into Blood, ſo they have power alſo 


|, toſmite the Earth with the reſt of the 


plagues of the Vials in courſe, though 
they be not here _ named. 


For 
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For if they have er to {mite the 
Earth with aff plagues, then the 
plagues of the Vials muft needs be 
mcluded in that .f, if not only meant 
by it. Beſides, if we compare Chap. 
16. 1. with the Text in hand, it may 
further incline us to think the plagues 
of rhe Vials were the pl where- 
with the Witneſſes h wer to 
ſmite the Earth.” For it's {zid there, 
I hears « great Voice ont off the Temple, 
ſaying to the ſeven CHngels , Go your 
ways and poar ont the Vials of the nrath 
of God upon the Earth. For to [mite 
the Earth with plagues, and to pour 


out the Vials of wrath upon theExreh, 


feem to ſignifie the ſame thing. This 
has reſpeCt to the plagues of the Vials 
in general. | 
Bur more particularly, by the 
ſmiting the Earth by the- Witneſſes 
here, the effnſion of the firſt Vial 
may be hinted at, which was poured 
out upon the Earth, Rev. 16. 2, Upon 
which 
ſome ſore upon the men which had 
the mark of the Beaſt (as they eſpe- 
cially 


there fell a grievous and not- {+ 
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cally .have who are in Orders under 
the ; and have the indelible Cha« 
ntter) and upon'them thae-worſhip- 


"ped his I .- By which may be 


meant not onty their envy 'and exul- 


 cerated fury againſt the Witneſles ; 


| but 'alfo the :#»tleanneſs and other 


kewdneſs of thoſe men, together with 
their: groſs Hypocriſy , which upon 
diſcovery thereof then made- by+the 
Witnefles, appeared as ſo many foul 
botches upon»them , to their great 
ſhame and horriBle vexation, and to 
the weakening of their intereſt ; ſo 
that they could no more {tand before 


| the Witneſſes, 'than the Magicians 


of Feop could ſtand before Moſes 
when the boyt was upon them. 

If it be matter of doubt to any 
whether thoſe evils I have mentioned 
cari be the proper effeCt of the Vaals, 
fince they are of (o ſpiritual a nature, 
and fo little affe& and ftrike the ſen- 

Ler ſuch conſider, That there 


' 15 a great difference between the 


plagues of the Trumpets, in their firſt 


appearance , and thoſe of the Vials 
D 2 that 
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that follow, as we ok _— this 
ſixth Trumpet. The plagues of all 
the Trumpets which: have yet been 
blown, have been uſhered in, and 
made their entrance with an awaken- 


ing noiſe and obſervation , making | 


themſelves to be taken notice of by 
all. - For have ruſhed in upon 
the Empire ſix ſucceflive Judg- 
ments. of War, as the common in- 
terpretation of the events of thoſe 
Trum = And indeed ' the 
very founding of a Trumpet, is 
ſignificant of ſuch a thing. The 
blowing of a Trumpet is frequently 
uſed m Scripture, :as an Alarm of 
War approaching, and of the Cala- 
mities which uſually attend it. 

But the plagues of the Vials which 
have been already (poured out, have 
fallen in a more ſilent way, and leſs 
diſcernable by moſt, being of a more 
{piritual nature. For as I former 
oblerved ,, when the dreadful judg- 


ment of the conquering War of the | 


Turks, by which the wo of the ſixth 
Trumpet made its entrance into the 
Empire, 
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Empire, did not work repentance in 

the degenerateChriſtians of their Ido- 
 atries and other enormous prattices : 


'"'then there followed other 'means of 


ConviCtion and cure of a more ſpiri- 

' tual nature, ſuch was the Reforma- 
tion, the Witneſſes ing and 
ing out ſome of the Vials and the 
Which proving ineffeftual, as 

to their through their own ob- 
inacy, became ſo many tormenting 
to them, bur not ſo viſible to 
all as che Turkiſh conqueſt was, But 
when I ſay this has been the nature 
of the Vials already paſt, I dare not 


'|'fay but thoſe ro come may be of fome- 


what a different nature in whole or 


in eſpecially the laſt of them, 
which i ike « to produce both great 


and viſible Judgments. 


The things hitherto inſiſted on, 
conſidered, do I conceive attord us a 
ſufficient ground to conclude that 
part of the Vials (and probably the 


he -| greateſt part of them) were to be 


poured out between the time of che 


Reformation and the ending of the 
| = 7 ſixth 
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ſx Trumpet. For! the order(of 
tinieiin which the' Viſions of theſe 
Occurrences were ſeen, and the or- 


F 


der and :ſucceſſion of the Occurrences ' 


themſelves dire us to this concly- 
ſion, agcording to the rule formerly 
laid down for the underſtanding the 
proper time and order of events, and 
fulfilling propherical: Viſions, by the 
time when and under what Trumpet 
they were ſeen. And the Viſion of 
the Witneſſes turning the Waters in- 
to Blood , and of their ſmiting the 
Earth with all plagues as often as 
they will, 15 next or near aext the Vi- 


ſion of meaſuring the Temple, and *| 


the other parts of that Viſion, and of 
the Reformation ſignified thereby ; 
and yet 1s before the ending oft 

ſixth Trumpet, which comes not to 
a period till after the ſlaughter and 


re{urrechion of the Witneſſes which 


tollow after that of the Witneſſes 
turning the Warers into Blood, 


Beſides, we may fee that the be- , 


ginning of the effuſion of the Vial, 
does preſently follow upon the Vi- 
Ctory 


4 
' 
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x:of | Rory obtained over the Beaſt, by 


theſe 


| 


| 


comparing Chap. 15. with Chap. 16. 
and yet that Victory (as is granted) 
was obtained by the Reformation. 
Since then this Reformation fell out 


; under the (ixth Trumpet, and the 


turning Waters into Blood, followed 
preſently upon the Reformation, and 
yer before the ending of the ſixth 
rumpet, it is a plain and pregnant 
intimation that thoſe Vials were 
out in the times of the ſixth 
rumpet by the eftuſion of which 
the Waters were turned into Blood. 
But it may be it will be ſaid, that 


* if this Viſon of the Witneſſes turning 


Waters intoBlood was ſeen under the 
ſixth Trumpet , and that the ſecond 
and third Vial were thereby meant, 
and that this Viſion and Prophecy 
Was —y to be fulfill'd in the 
time of the {ixth Trumpet, Then 
why are they not here mentioned 
by their name Y:als, as they are in 
Chap. 16. which is their proper 
place, - 
D 4 To 
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-To this I anſwer , It was not ne- 
cefſary , nor indeed convenient , to 
have them deſcribed by their name 
in this place, becauſe if they had, we 
ſhould have had them bur in piece- 
meal; for they were not all to take 
place under the ſixth Trumpet, and 
therefore not to be all mentioned in 
this Viſion, which was a Viſion, or 
part of a Viſion of that Trumpet. It 
was moſt meet to reſerve the name 
and number of the Vials unto the time 
and place wherethey are all ſer down 
in their proper order , to the end it 
might be the better known which 


was to take place firſt, and which - 


next, and ſo on to the laſt. The 16. 
Chap. does not at all acqyaint us un- 
der what Trumpet, or about what 
time this or that Vial was to be pour- 
ed out; that is, ro be learned from 
the Viſions of the Trumpets them- 
ſelves. How ſhould we have known 
for inſtance, that the ſecond and third 


Vials, beſides others, were tobe .|, 


poured out in #/2ze of the ſixth Trum- 
o | pet, 
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t, if we had not met with their 
barafter in a Viſion of the ſixth 
Trumpet, by which they are deſcri- 


” bed in the 16. (hep. 


If it were any good argument to 
that none of the Vials were to 

out in the time of the ſixth 

Trumpet, inas much as they are not 
mentioned by their name and title in 
any of the Viſions under that Trum- 
pet, it would as well be an argument 
to prove , that none of them will be 
out in the time of the ſeventh 
rumpet neither, and conſequently, 


that there ſhall be no effuſion of the 


Vials at all. For there is not any one 
of the Vials mentioned by name in 
the Viſions of the ſeventh Trumpet. 
But if the mentioning of the laſt Vial 
under its proper Character, in one 
of the Viſions of the ſeventh Trum- 

» be an argument to prove, that 
the laſt Vial will be poured out in the 
time of the laſt Trumpet, as moſt 


, certainly it is (Chap. 11. 19. with 


Chap. 16. 18.) Then the mentioning 
the ſecond and third Vial under their 


Proper 
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proper , Charafter , ini one of , the 
Viſions of the ſixth Trumpet, muſt 
needs be a argument to prove, 
that thole Vials were to be' 
out in the times of that Trumpet. I 
do not mention the ſecond and third 
Vial here, as if there were no more 
to be poured out in the time of the 
ſxth Trumpet; but | mention theſe 
only, becauſe the CharaQter of theſe 
is expreſs and unexceptionable,though 
there is ſufficient intimation of more 
of the Vials in the ſame Viſion,though 
not ſo exprels. 

I add yet farther, that to haye de- 


ſcribed the ſeven Vials, by their - 


name, number and order, as in Chop. 
16. before the Viſions of the ſeven 
Trumpets had been brought to an 
iſſue, and the rehearſal of them fi- 
niſhed, would have been a confound- 
ing one ſeyen with another, the ſe- 
ven Trumpers with the ſeven Vials, 
and a breaking the line of diſcourſe 


concerning the Trumpets. For the , | 


avoiding of which perhaps it was, 
that when in the time of the ſixth 
Trumpet 


| 
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Trumpet ſeven thunders uttered 
their Voices, the Angel would not 
ſuffer St. Jobs to write them, and to 
ſet down in particular what each 
Voice declared : he would not have 


' the things of the ſeven th 


Voices _ with the things © 


' the ſeven Trumpets, no otherwiſe 


than by ſome hints in general. 
There is another objeftion which 
is levied againſt any of theVials at all, 


' being poured out 1n the times of the 


fixth Trumpet ; and the reaſon and 
ground, on which it is founded, is 
this. The ſeven Vials are called the 
ſeven laft Plagues, which yet they 
could not-be unleſs the frf# plagues, 
which are the plagues of the Trum- 
pets, were: to take place before 
them. 

But I anſwer, That the ſeven Vi- 
als are not ſaid to be the ſeven /aft 
plagues for that reaſon, becauſe they 
accced the plagues of the Trumpets, 
but for another reaſon , which the 
Text it ſelf aſſigns, in which they are 
ſtiled che laſt plagues, and that is, 
becauſe 
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becauſe in them #s filled up the wrath. of 


God, Rev: t5.1. And 1 ſav another 
7 in Heaven great _ marvellous, 
even els having the. ſeven 
— in them. « fi T 
web of God, They are the 
Lſt- plagues therefore, becauſe no 
more ſhall ſucceed them , but they 
ſhall finiſh rhe work deſigned to be 
done by plagues; in them 1s filled u 
the wrath of God, or in them is f- 
niſhed the wrath of God ; ſo Doftor 
Hammond reads it. And accordingly 
upon the pouring out of the laſt of 
the ſeven Vials, its ſaid, There came « 
great Voice ont of the Temple of Heaven 
from the Throne, ſaying, it is done. 
Rew. 16. 17. The Vaals then are not 
called the laſt plagues, becauſe 
other plagues went before them, but. 
becauſe no 'other ſhall follow af- 
ter them for the finiſhing rhe work, 
for which the plagues both of the 
Trumpets and the Vials were de- 
ſigned. And indeed if any other 
plagues had been to ſucceed them, 
they could not have been the laſt. 
Which 
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or pacing all the Va u unde 
—_ enth Mace, who placed mo 
_— acerh moſt of 


another, that of the Vials to follow 
that of the Trumpets, yet he does 
not make that of the 'Trumpets to 
conſiſt of ſeven plagues an{werable to 


entire ſett of them) bur only of ſix of 
| them. For inone place he faith, che 
Trumpet ey Sa well as 
| theVul again he 
''+ faith, x jr {ogra the la 

| plagues he Vi are ſo called, in + 


| 


Jped of the whole /ctt, or number of (he 


pla 4s 
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the fie'T; 1, \''And then 

n, jt? Arts ny wa to this 

effeft, For iv being faid of every one 


of the ſeven laſt plagues,' that itis the ' 


laft, it muſt be'f{o in reſpett of all the 
foregoing plagues in the former con- 
ceived Srzes, 'elſcir will be fallly cal: 
Ic the laſt /nor would there be ſeven 
laftp 'jn gumber; | For no more 
of the ver can be faid-in teſpett of 
the precedent plagues to be: the-laſt, 
than ſuch as:fo/low alt the\plapues pre» 
ecdext, after-xhec have! Expired, that 
weo ſay, unleſs the firſt of the 


_ expire after the laſt of the 
er. Ser 


_— _— = a emainy = is 
e. Again, tie ſays; It is plain to 
y one ar firſt Rt x wh 
blinded with. prejudice; [That every 


f the ſeven laſt p ﬀ 
ner chan anyone of toe flags 


in reſpet-of which they are termed 
the laſt. T Thos \ 
This arguing ſeems playfible upon 


ſuppoſition, that the plagues of the 


Trumpets had been but fix, and the 
plagues of the Vials, called the ”__ 
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laſt plagnes for that reaſon, becauſe 
they ſucceed the plagues of the fix 


Trumpets. But ſuppoſing what 
| will preſently be Aber: that all the 
ſeven of the ſeven Trumpets 


make but one intire ſett of plagues, as 
the Vials do another, the forefaid rea- 
ſoning, if grounded thereon, would 
be moſt abſurd and falſe. For then 
to fay, that every one of the ſeven 
laſt plagues muſt be later than any 
one- of thoſe plagues , in reſpe&t of 
which, they are termed the laft, 
would be to ſay , that every one of 
the plagues of the ſeven Vials muſt 


| be later, and follow after the p 


of the feventh Trumpet it ſelf, which 
to affirm, what can be more abſurd, 
or more untrue ? 


And ſhould we inſtead of the Au- 


thors calling the — 


the foregoing plagues, bur call 


| the ſeven foregoing plagues of the 


Trumpets , the conſequence of the 


- reaſoning here uſed , would ſaffici- 


ently evince it impoſſible , that the 
ſeven laſt plagues are ſocalkd, _ 
cauſe 
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cauſe they follow-the ſeven 


plagues 
of the Trum As for Example ; 
It being ſaidof every one of the ſeven 


laſt plagues, that it is the laſt, it muſt ' 
be ſo 


in reſpe& of all the ſeven' fore» 


- 


of the T 
5 wil be 10, called the bf - Aw | 


more.of the ſeven can be laid in re- 


ſpe& of the ſeven preceding pla 
of the Trumpets to be the laſt, t 
ſuch as follow all the ſeven precedent 


lagues of the Trumpets after the 
= ired; that is to ſay, un 
the Grlt. of the Vial plagues expire 
after the laſt of the ſeven Trumpet- 


plagues, the enunciation is falſe, viz, * 
in 


ying, it is one of the laſt plagues. 
This way of reaſoning we ſee , if it 
proves any thing, proves, that none 
of the plagues ot the Vials are to take 
lace till _=_ laſt of the wan 
rumpet- are expired. Whi 
iS a 4 ona aryar himſelt 
does not believe, who holds that the 


times of the ſeventh Trumpet will .|. 


laſt not only to the final overthrow of 
all Antichriſtian Powers, and to the 


bringing 
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bringing in the bleſſed M:[ennium, but 


$ 

5 | alſo ro the end of the World. The 
' abſurdity then of the opinion, that 
) 


'” the ſeven Vials are called. the ſeven 

| kit plagues for that reaſon, becauſe 
| they follow after all che plagues of 
| the ſeven Trumpets, is argument fut- 
+ | ficient, if there were' no orher, to 
| | ſhow that they are not ſaid to be the 
| | laſt plagues upon that account. And 
' | if not upon that account, I know not 
for what other reaſon they can be 
called the ſeven laſt plagues, bur on- 
ly that which the Angel has given, 
and I have already named, to wir, 
"| becauſe in them is filled up the wrarh 
of -God. For the Particle [for] in 
that place carries the force gf a rea- 
fon ---- the ſeven laſt plagues, [for] 
in them is filled up the wrath of 
God. 

Now that the entire ſett or number 
of the Trumpet-plagues were ſeven, 
is ſo plain, that nothing can be plain- 
. er, if we {uppole the firſt fix to be 
Plague-Trumpets; for the fifth, fixth 
and ſeventh, are in ſpecial called wo 

| E Trumpets. 
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Trumpets. And therefore by what 
Warrant the Author (who ever he is 
hath limitted them to ſix , he 

not acquaint us, nor can I imagi 
Oaly he ſtrongly conceives, but does 
not prove, that the effuſion of all the 
Vials follows after the ſixth Trumpet. 
And the reaſon he alledges for it is, 
becauſe the Vials follow after the Vi- 
Qory got over the Beaſt, they being 
ſet ; Ros in the 16 Chap. but the Vi- 
Qtory over the Beaſt in the 15", But 
this is far from proving, that the ef- 
fuſion of all the Vials muſt needs fol- 
low the ending of the ſixth Trumper, 


becauſe the Viftory over the Beaſt - 


was obtained by the Reformation, be- 
tween which and the ending of the 
ſixth Trumpet , we have notice of 
ſeveral of the Vials by their proper 
CharaQers, asI have ſhowed before : 
So that the Vials might well enough 
tollow that Vittory over the Beaſt, 
and yt take place under the ſixth 
Trumpet. 


Two things may be faid in favour 


of Mr, JMede's Judgmeat in Ay; 
IX 
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ſix of theVials have and will be pour- 
ed out under the fixth Trumpet. Firſt 
that the wo of the ſixth Trumpet, 


' Which at firſt fell on the Eaſtern Em- 


pire by the proving power of the 
urks, continues ſtill and lies heavy 
it unto this day, atter three or 


four of the Vials have been poured 


out. In reſpeft of that as well as in 
other reſpeCts, it cannot yet be ſaid 
the ſecond wo is paſt. Nor will it 
be paſt until the eftuſion of the ſixth 
Vial, it by pouring out that Vial u 
on the great River Euphrates, and the 
drying up the Water thereof, be meant 
the diſſolution of the Turkiſh Mo- 
narchy, as it is thought it is, when 
compared with the latter end of the 
11 of Daniel. Secondly, When we 
conlider, that the proper Event of 
the ſeventh Trumpet will be the 
fhniſhing the myſtery of God declared 
to the Prophets, we have rc alon to 
think we are not yet in the Times of 
the ſeventh Trumpet , becaule we 
have reaſon to think nothing of that 
which will be properly the tnithing 
E £ i, 
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of thatMyſtery of God, is yet brought 
to paſs, ſuch as will be the laſt 4nd 


wrrecoverableoverthrow of the power | 


and rule ot the Churches Enemies, 
and the great enlargement and over- 
ſpreading power of the Church. But 
of this more will be fſaid-when we 
come to the Viſion of the ſeventh 
]rumpet. 

Thus far we have ſeen what the 
Witneſſes were to do againſt the 
Beaſt : Bur that which next follows, 
ſhows what the Beaſt will do againſt 
them. 

Ver. 7. And when they have finiſhed 


their teſtimony , the Beaſt that aſcend- 


eth out of the Bottomleſs-Pit, ſhall make 
War againſt them, and ſhall overcome 
them, and kill them. 

Alchough the Witneſſes ſhall have 
much weakened the Kingdom of the 
Beaſt by the Reformation, their pro- 
phelying and pouring out moſt of the 
Vials, and ſhall thereupon be almoſt 


ready to throw off their Sackcloth, ' 


the days of their mournful Prophec 


bcing near expiring : yet it ſeems Al- 


mighty 


oy = 


———__ FI 


— 
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mighty God, either to awaken his 
pages to repentance for ſome general 
declining, or to make himſelt the 
* more known in the World by their 
ſpeedy deliverance when brought ve- 
ry. low by their Enemies, or for ſome 
other reaſon will ſuffer their Ene- 
mies to prevail againſt them, and to 
triumph over them for a ſhort 


time. 


The time when this War ſhall be 
made againſt the Witneſſes, is here 
ſaid to be when they ſhall bave finiſh- 
ed their teſtimony ; or according to 
Mr. Mede's reading, when they ſhall 
be about to finiſh it; that is, when 
the 1260. prophetical days of their 
mournful Prophecy are expired, or 
near expiring, Then it is, that the 
Beaſt ſhall make this War; for {6 
,ong they were to propheſie clothed 
in Sackcloth. 

Bur there are ſome who would 
have the Text run thus ; not when 
|, they have finiſhed, or be abour to fis 

niſh, but when they ſhall be finiſbing, 
performing, or declaring their teſtimony, 
E 2 this 
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this War ſhall be made againſt them. 


And ſo they underſtand their finiſh- - 
ing their teſtimony to1mport np more | 


than their performing or declarin 
their teſtimony againſt the Beaſt , 
his — all along their ew 
ears pro - And according] 
they ———— by the War here fig 
to be made againſt them, to be none 
other than what the Beaſt has'been 
making againſt them all along their 
I 260. | K. Prophecy,nor their _ 
ter any other than what they ſuffer- 
ed in that lengrh of time. But that 


this cannot be the ſence and meaning _ 


of the place, conſider 

1. That it is diſagreeable to the 
general and common fignification of 
the word finiſh, or to have finrſhed, 
as it is uſed in Scripture, and againſt 
the common uſe of it in ſpeech and 
other writings. It would be tedious 
ro ſhow by particular inſtances 1n 
— how the word finiſbing al- 
mo 
the things to which it is applied, to 
2N iſſue, to an exd, to a cloſe, toa 


point, 


every where ſignifies to bring ' 
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| point, and to conſummate, perfeit, and 
compleat them. And to force an un- 
uſual ſipgnification upon a word, 


 '/" where the ſcope of the place, and 


nature of the matter where it is uſed, 
does not* neceſſarily require it , has 
little authority in it to procure aſ- 
ſent. 
' £2; This War and this ſlaughter of 
the Witneſſes here ſpoken of, ac- 
cording to the Order and ſucceſſion 
of Occurrences repreſented before in 
this Chapter, are ſuch Events as were 
to follow after the Reformation, at a 

t diſtance, yea which were to 
ollow after ſuch other things as were 
to follow after the Reformation it 
ſelf ; ſuch as was the effuſion of ſeve+ 
ral of the Vials : And if fo, then not 
any War againſt the Witneſſes, nor 
any ſlaughter of them preceding the 
Reformation , can be that War, or 
that ſlaughter here ſpoken of. 

But it 15 objefted, Thar if the War 
here ſpoken of, by which the Wit- 
neſſes are ſaid to be ſlain, were not 
meant of that War by which the Wit- 

E 4 neſles 
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neſſes had ſuffered a political death, 
all along the time of their mournful 
Prophecy, and many times a. violent 


death in a proper ſence; but of a *'\ 


War at the end of ir only, Then 
there is nothing in the Viſion here 
which repreſents any War at all of 
the Beaſt againſt the Witneſſes, nor 
any political death they ſuffered by 
it all along their 1260. yn mourns» 
ful Prophecy, though there 1s a clear 
account of both in Hiſtory. , | 
Anſwer ; And what if there be no 
ſuch tormer War repreſented in this 
Viſion? Is it not enough, that it is 


repreſented elſewhere in this Book ? - 


as it is Chap. 13. 7. Beſides other pla- 
ces. He ſhall make War with the Saints, 
and overcome them. And the Hiſtory 
of the Witneſſes ſuffering all alon 

before the Reformation, wall wel 
enough anſwer to this Prophecy, 
though the War of the Beaſt againſt 
them in this place reſpeAs but a War 


which theBeaſt will raiſe againſt them 


long after the time in which theRe- 
formation firſt began. And when 
Bea 


.., toa good degree, taken off by the 
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Beaſt ſhall have ſuffered ſo much from 
| the Witneſſes as is repreſented , he 
ſhall-in the former part of this x1 
* Chapter ; it falls in naturally, that 
he-in revenge ſhould make a new at- 
+ tempt againſt chem, as here 'tis fore- 
told he will. 
' Bur it is further objeted ; What 
| greater over-coming of Witneſſes by 
the Beaſts War can we conceive 
ſhould befal them now at the end of 
their 1260. years Prophecy, than had 
befallen them all along before ? 
Anſwer, It 1s not pretended that 
any greater over-coming of the Wit- 
neſles, by the Beaſt, ſhall befal them 
at the end of their mournful Prophe- 
, than had befallen them before the 
eformation. But for our better un- 
derſtanding this matter in hand, it 
is to be conſidered, That the former 
prevailing of the Beaſt againſt the 
Witneſſes, and thcir great ſufferings 
thereby, were in a great meaſure, and 


Reformation, by which Reformation 
the Witneſſes got a great Victory 


OvEytr 


56 ADiſcourſe of the Nature - 


over the Beaſt and his oh þ By 
which and by whar followed there- 


upon, by the Witneſſes prophelying, | 


and by their pouring out a 

part of the Vials, they had diſabled 
the Beaſt, for ſome Ages, from over- 
coming them in any ſuch hoſtile man- 


ner as he had done before the Refor. 


mation, and became able to ſecure 
themſelves in a great meaſure, and 
to make their part good againſt 
him. 

By the Beaſts former War , the 
Witneſſes had for a long time been 


depreſt and kept out of all publick | 


imployment in Church and State. But 
the Witneſſes were in great part re- 
ſtored totheſe priviledges inthe times 
of the Reformation, and in the Coun- 
treys that have been reformed, and 
will have kept —_—_— of them for 
a long time before this laſt War of 
the Beaſt rakes place. 

Burt afrer all this, and about the 
time in which the Witneſſes mourn- 
ful prophecy ſhould come to an end, 
Almighty God (as this Prophecy does 

inform 


- 
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inform us) will permit unto the Beaſt 
an opportunity of renewing his old 
War againſt the Witneſſes, and with 


" ſuch ſucceſs as that the Beaſt ſhall 


repoſſeſs himſelf of his former power 
over them, and ſhall deprive them a- 
gain of their publick power and pri- 
vileges for ſome little rime. 

As it behoved our Lord Chriſt firſt 


| to ſuffer, and then' to enter into his 


glory of high cxaltation ; ſo it ſeems 
—_ that his Church in this will 

made ſomething conformable to 
him ; that is, in being humbled and 
brought very low for a little ſeaſon, 
but a little before her higheſt exalta- 
tion in this World. 

The next three Verſes 8, g, 16. 
contain a prophetical repreſentation 
of the diſgrace the Beaſt and his par- 
ty will put upon the Witneſſes after 
they have overcome them, and how 
they will rejoice and triumph over 
them, But then in the 1x and 12 
Verſe, we have the Reſurreftion of 
theſe ſlain Witneſſes prophetically ſer 
forth. 

And 
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And after three days and an half, the 
Spirit of Life from God entred. into 
them , and =y ftogd upon their feet. 
And they hear 
ven, ſaying unto them, Come up hither. 
And they aſcended wp to Heaven in 
s Cloud, and their Enemies beheld 
them, 

This ReſurreCtion is to be under- 
ſtood. only of thoſe who eſcaped the 
loſs of their natural lives in the War, 
by which theBeaſt overcame the Wit- 
neſſes and kill'd them , and conſe- 
_Y of a political ReſurreQion. 

he political death they, ſuffered, 


though they eſcaped a natural death, * 


was their being caſt down and depri- 
ved of all publick power and 1mploy- 


meat, both in Church and State :, 


and therefore by their Reſurrection 
in a political ſenſe, we are to under- 
{tand their being reſtored to the pub- 
lick power, liberty and priviledges, 
which before they had lolt. As their 
death ſignified a being reduced to a 
kind of ſervile ſtate, a itate of Slave- 
ry,{o their Reſurrection implics their 
| being 


« great Voice from Hea« * 
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being reſtored to a ſtate of liberty and 
power again. And to call this a Re- 
ſurreftion , - etremge- to the 

phetical ſtile of old. The great 
on which God purpoſed to make 
in the condition of the whole Houſe 
of Iſrael, by delivering them out of 
—— Slavery and a ſervile ſtate, 
and by reſtoring them to their own 
Land, and to their ancient Liberties 
and Priviledges, is deſcribed as if it 
were a Reſurreftion from Death to 
Life. When he promiſed to do this 
for them, it is by promiſing to open 
their Graves for them, and to bring 
them out of their Graves, Ezet. 37. 
11,12, 13, 14. This I doubt nor is 
the general meaning of this Parable 
| touching the ReſurreQion of the 
Witneſſes, in which Expoſitors do 
accord, 

Bur the great queſtion is, to what 
time this Reſurrettion of the Wit- 
nefles does belong : and whether by 
it we are to underſtand the Witneſſes, 
being by the Reformation reſtored to 
| thoſe liberties of publick va_—_— 
thoſe 
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thoſe publick Offices and Lnploy« | 
wn, both in Church and State, | 


out of which they had been, forceably 


kept above a thouſand years ; or ' 


whether by this Reſurreftion of 


theirs, is not meant their being re- 
ſtored to thoſe Liberties, Provide 
and publick Offices and Imployments 
which they had held and enjoyed a 
long time, by wertue of the Reforma- 
tion, until they ſhall be forceably de- 
rived of them by a new attempr, 
hoſtilely managed by the Beaſt, to 
recover what he had loſt by that Re- 
formation. This is the true ſtate of 
the queſtion, 
And that we are to underſtand this 
Reſurreftion of the Witneſles in this 


| 


latter ſence, and not 1n the former, | 


will appear by this. The Reforma- 
tion fell out long before the time pre- 
fixed for the Witneſſes finiſhing thei 

teſtimony : But their ReſurreCtion 
here ſpoken of is not to fall our till 


after they have finiſhed their teſtimo» , : 


ny, or are about to finiſh it. The 
War of the Beaſt againſt the Wane 
6&5, 
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' ſes, by which they will be overcome, 


' is laid to be when they ſball have fi- 


—— 


— 


xiſbed their teſtimony ; and yet this 


* ReſurreQion is not to be till three 


prophetical days and an half after 
they are overcome and kill'd by that 
War. And though we ſhould begi 

the account of the Witneſſes twelve 
hundred and ſixty years mournful 
Prophecy, {o early as the year 397. 
yet the Reformation would be found 
to fall out 140. years before the Wit- 
neſſes were to finiſh that prophecy of 
theirs. But if we begin not that ac- 
count until the year 457. or till ſome 


*| years after (which upon ſeveral ac- 


count I taketo be the truerEpocha, the 


| time of the Witneſſes Prophecy, and 
| the times of the Beaſt, being ſome 


; time of their mouranful agus + Ei- 
make 


time f{ince expired, according to the 
firſt account, which I think ſhows it 
not to be right) we ſhall find, that 
the Reformation has fallen out 200. 
years or more before the end of the 


ther of theſe computations to00 


| great a diſtance between the time in 


whluch 
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which the one did fall out, or the 
other is to fall out, for any Man, on 
any probable ground to conclude the 


Reformation and this ReſurreQtion of »þ 


the Witneſſes to be one and the ſame 
thing, 

As for that Plea (which is made 
uſe of to avoid the force of this Ar- 
gument) which would inſinuate as if 
the Witneſſes, finiſbing their teſti- 
mony , ſignihes no more than their 
performing or declaring their teſti- 
mony, in which ſence they have been 
finiſhing their ceſtimony all along 
their 1260. years Prophecy , I have 


anſwered it before. And indeed it *© 


lovks but oddly to ſay they were fi- 
niſhing their teſtimony as ſoon as 


they began it. 


But another argument which does | 


notably evince, thar neither the War 
of the Bea(t, nor the death of the Wit- 
neſſes, nor their Reſurreftion here 
= of, did precede or go before the 


eformation, or accompany it, but , 


that they all are to follow after it, is 
taken from the litrle or ſhort time 
s here 


adn So BE I of 5 27 4 © 
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| here ſet down, between the death of 


the Witneſſes by the War, and their 
Reſurreftion atter. it, It is ſaid of 
the Witneſles;, Yer. 9. That their 
dead Bodies ſhould be ſegn threedays 


 andan half, and not ſuffered to be 


—— — 


mm 


. put inGraves.. | And then in Vey. 11, 


12,; It's ſaid, that. after three days and 
an half, the Spirit of life from God 
entred into them, "and they ftood up- 
on their feet. - Upon which a great 
Voice from Heaven ſaid unto them, 
Come up hither,and that they aſcend- 
ed jn. a Cloud. So that between their 
Death and ReſurreQtion, we ſee there 


"|' is to be - but three dayes agd an 


half. : | 
Now then, if we underſtand the 
Death of thoſe that ſhall riſe, and 
their ReſurreCtion it ſelf in a politi- 
cal ſence,as it's agreed we muſt, Then 
it follows neceſſarily, that theſe Wit- 
neſſes were by their political death, 
deprived of their Liberties , Privi- 
« 1p publick Offices, but,three 
days and an half before they were re- 
{tored to them again by their Reſur- 
F reQtion, 
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the 1260; days Prophecy of the 
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to Ggnify 'ſuch a length of time as we 
uriderftand by a time, times, and half 


, a time, and by 1260. dayes of the 


Witneſſes prophelying , is quite be- 
ſide the prophetick ſtike of this Book, 
which never uſes to {ignifie more than 
ſo many years by ſo many days. And 


' it & moreover a way of interpreta- 
tion which cannot be juſtified by any 


one hke inſtance or example through- 
out the-whole Bible : and therefore 
to 'be looked upon as wholly 'preca- 
rious; | 

Bat t9 have ſaid either here or elſe- 
where for a Time, ani Times and half a 
Time, Three years and 4 half, had been 
yuite out of the road of the prophetic 
ſtyle which never names a year for a year 


| of years, ſaith Dr. H. More, Arith. 
| (-Apoc: p. 367. And if the prophetick 


ſtile never names a year for a year of 
years, much leſs as every ones reaſon 
wilt , 'does it name 4 day for a 
_- and if it never does ſo, 

oes not ſo in this place, 
'Ir-would have ſounded harſh to the 
common ſenſe of men to have faid 
| F 2 the 
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the Bodies of the ſlain 'Witneſlles lay 
three years and an half unburicd in 


the ſtreet of the- great City, which , 


'et is the inward ſenſe of this parabo- 
ical Viſion, And therefore. we {ce 
the ſame prophetick figure in ſpeak- 
10g is here made uſe of as it is in 0- 
ther places in this Book, when ſo ma- 
ny years are f(ignified by ſo many 
days. But who would ever imagine, 
that the pith or pulp contained ſhould 
as much exceed the rine, containing 
it in meaſure, as 1260. years exceeds 


three days and a half? And therefore 


that ſo many Joars of yours ſhould | 
© many 


be ſignified by ys, exceeds 
all Example 1n Scripture, and conſe- 
quently all rational belief. Such a 
lenſe then put upon the Witneſles ly- 


which cannot be maintained but vu 
on the authority of ſuch an incredi 
Paradox, docs {uiciently evince that 
not to be tlie true ſence and meaning 
of the words. 

But beſides, if it could be granted 
(which it cannor) rhat the three nd 

an 
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ing unburied three days and. a half, | 
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and a half here ſignifies the ſame 


: 
: 


| 
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—_ of time, whuch a time, times, 
and half a time does, or which 1260. 


' days in the Witneſles Prophecy does ; 


yet this would not prove the Refor- 
mation tobe at the ſame in the which 
the Witneſſes are ſaid to riſe, or to 
be one and the ſame thing with their 
Reſurretion , but a long time after 
it , and at a great diſtance from it. 
For it is after the three days and an 
halfin which the Witneſſes are faid 
to lie dead, that they arc ſaid torile ; 
and ſo it will be after the three times 
and a half, before they ſhall riſc, 
though the three days and a halt 
ſhould ſignifie ſuch a length of time. 
And if fo, the Reformation would be 
ſo far from being after the time tignes, 
and half a time , as that it would be 


| 200 years before the end of them, or 


according to their own account 140. 
ears before it, as I have ſhow'd be- 


ore. And this diſtance between the 
one and the other, is too great ever 


to reconcile them, and to make them 
meet in one point of time.” And to 
F 3 think 
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think to ſolve this difficulty by ſay- 
ing the half time became current be- 
fore the Reformation, and that there- 


fore the Reformation may be faid to ' ' 


be after it, 1s to prove one, doubtful 
thing by another as doubtful as it fel 
For I take what has been ſaid, and 
may further be ſaid to prove , that 
the Reformation began a conſiderable 
time before the half time becatne cur- 
rent , 15 of much more weight than 
what is argued to the contrary. But 
if it were not, yet if the Reformation 
were but 140. years before the end of 
the time, times, and half a time, it 


would be too long in all reaſon to - 


hold true, in ſaying it was «fits z#. 
This ſmall wire is too weak for the 
weight of the whole matter in que- 
ſtion to be hung upon it, which yet 
as we ſee in the iſſue it is, 

For to aflert the Prophecy of the 
riſing of the Witneſſes after three 
times and a half, was fulfilled by the 
Reformation, though that took place 
140. years before the end of the three 
times and a half, and to do it pon 
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this ground, becaule the reft, of the 
time, was then pugmning on, isall one 


i had been ſo but 37. 35 an 
19. Nays, or as it. would be to fay, 


' the Viſion of the, Witneſſes prophe- 
| ny Sackcloth 1260. days, was 


| when they had done ſo bur 
1129. days; for the full time of theſe 
was at theſe times running on as well 
as the full time of the other was at 
the Reformation. And if to aſſert 
the latter would be highly uareaſon- 


-|- able, then to aſſert the tormer cannot 


be leſs. We may notionally divide 
three times and a halt into ſeven ſe- 
mi-times ; but when we have done 
ſo, we cannot uponany good grounds, 
improve ſuch diviſion to any other 


| uſe than the phraſe three times and 


a half ſerves to. For I could never 
underſtand, -rhat the three times and 


' an half in the prophecies , were de- 
ſigned to ſet forch the ſeveral diffe- 


rent events which were to fall out in 
F 4 thoſe 
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thoſe different parts of rime ; but on- 


ly ro ſhow for how long time in the 
whole' the rhings” to which thoſe 


times relate, ſhould continue. As for * 


dividing the three” times and half a 
time into ſeven half times, and then 
to make halfa time a wnire,it is incon- 
gruous to the Text, in which if we 
will find an unite, one of the three 
times muſt be it. For half of one of 
theſe times will no more make- an 
unite, than half of one will make one. 


I might obſerve , that to make the | 
three times and an half in Daniel to | 


be a more authentick rule of compu- 


tation than the Beaſts 42 Months, or ' 


the Witneſſes mournful prophec 

1260. days, which are all ſynchronal, 
is contrary to a received rule for in- 
terpreting Scripture, which 15 to in- 
terprct paſſages in the Old Teſtament 
by whar is faid of the ſame things in 
the new. It is uſually God's method 
in revealing his mind toproceed from 
thar which 15 leſs perfeft to that 
which 1s more ſo. And how ſhould 


we have been ſure that DaniePs time, | 


times, 
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times, and half a time , had not fig- 
nified four or five propherical years 
and an half ; if that of the Beaſts 42. 


' Months, and the Witneſſes 1260. 


days, had not enlighrened it, as ſyn- 
chronizing with it. 

It is yet once more objetted, That 
if the Church of God ſhall at any 
time be reduced to {o very low a con- 
dition as 15 repreſented by the Wit- 
neſſes being lain, and lying three 
days and-a-half unburied, it is no 
ways likely it ſhould recover out of 
it again in ſo ſhort a time as three 
years and an half; and for that-rea- 
ſon, we may well think a longer 
time is intended by three days and an 
half in this place. 

To which I anſwer, That if we 
were aſſured, that Almighty God in 
efteCting this alteration , were likely 
to proceed in ſuch a leiſurely motion 
of — as he is wont to do in 
ordinary caſes, this objeftion would 
be conſiderable, But ſince it is faid, 
that in the ſame hour in which the 
Witneſles are faid to ariſe and to 

aſcend, 
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aſcend, there wasa great Earth 
aud 2 tenth part of the City fell, and 


{aven thouland men, or names' of 


men, were ſlainin the Earthquake ; 
and-that the remoant wers affighted 
and gave glory to the God of Heaven, 
as it follows, ver. 1 3- it argues, that 
God will bring this ſudden,and greac 
alteration to paſs in ſome extraords- 
a#&y Way. For an Earthquake is not 
h—_ and common , much leſs 4 
great Earthquake, which yer is to fall 
out at the ſame time, By which pro- 
bably leſs cannot be meant than great 
ſhakings, if not over-turnings in the 
Nations and places where the Wit- 
nellſes ſhall thea be. And more par- 
ticularly the Text tells us, that in 
this Earthquake a tenth part of the 
City fell, viz. of that City which in 
per. $. is {pirituglly called Sodom and 
. Which muſt denote doubtleſs 

the falling off of a conſiderable part 
of the Beaits Dominion from him 3 or 
the fall ot Rome it ſclf, as Mr. Mede 
thinks, as being now but a tenth part 
of what it was when St. John had 
this 
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this Vidion- And if fo, this fall of a 
tenth part of the City, may be the 
ſame with the pouring out the fifth 


+ * Vaal upon the Seat or Throne of the 


Beaſt, However let this fall of a 
tenth part of the City ſignifie what 
it will , the Earthquake, with its 
Concomuitants will produce theſe two 


S. 

Fwſt, the flaying of 7000. names 
of men, or men of name, which can 
ſignifie no leſs than a political death 
of t numbers of ſuch men , that 
is, the loſs of their Offices and dig- 
nities; for in ſuch a ſence the Wit- 
neſſes had been ſlain. 

Secondly, This Earthquake and the 
concomitants and effetts of it, will 
ſo afteft the remnant of the people 
which were not politically ſlain, as to 
cauſe them to give glory to the God 
of Heaven ; that is, by their repent- 
ance and converlion, as may pro- 
bably be preſumed, and by acknow- 
ledging Gods ſpecial head, ſhowing 
it ſelf in ſuch great and ſudden turns 
in publick aftairs, in favour of his 
Church. Theſe 
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Theſe extraordinary -aQtings'of the 
Divine Providence conſidered , it is 
not ſo difficult a thing to conceive 
how ſo great a deliverance may be 
wrought for the Church in ſo ſhort a 
time, as the objetion repreſents it. 
Sure I am it's a very eafiething with 
God to accompliſh bo great a work in 
{o little time, if he intends it. And 
what does he leſs than tell us he in- 
tends it by this prophecy concern- 
ing it ? 

Beſides, when it's ſaid of the Wit- 
neſles, that their dead Bodies ſhould 
lie in the ſtreet of the great City, ſpi- 
ritually called Sodom and Egypt, and 
which after three days and an half, 
ſhould there riſe again , it begets a 
queſtion, whether the ſlaughter and 
reſurreftion of the Witneſſes here 
foretold, ſhould be general, and in 
all places of the Empire where any 
good Chriſtians are, or whether only 
in ſome eminent place or part of it ; 
tor we ſee it is to fall out but in the 
ſtreet of the great City ; and it may 
well be thought fuch a great my 

this, 
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.this, has moxe ſtreets than one 1n it. 
And if this;ſlaughter and refurreQtion 


' ., ofthe Witneſſes ſhould prove to fall 


out but, in;ſome one eminent place or 
part of the Empire, or Papal Juriſdi- 
.Qtion , then it will be yet more eaſie 
to conceipge how ſo greatan alteration 
.in. the 'outward condition of the 
.Church, as the Reſurretion of the 
Witneſſes imports, may poſlibly be 
brought to paſs in ſo ſhort a tiqne as 
is ſignified by three days and at half. 
It is foretold, that the ten Horns of the 
Beaſt, or the ten Kings ſignified there- 
by,ſhall hate theWhore,and make her 
deſolate and naked. And who knows 
but that this Predition may in great 
part be fulfilled ia this juncture of 
time, as well, if not rather, than at 
any other : eſpecially conſidering, 
that ateath part of that great City 1s 
to fall ar the ſame time. And if theſe 
things ſhould chance to fall out but 
in ſome eminent place of the Empire, 
we cannot reaſonably conceive other- 
wiſe than that ſuch an alreration in 
the Empire it ſelf, muſt needs make a 

ludden 
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fadden alteration in the Witneſſes 
Caſe and in the ſtate of 'ithe Church. 


Aﬀter the Proteſtant Party in Germany , 


had been 'brought into a very low 
condition in the beginning of t 
1547: there was ſuth a wonderful al- 
teretion -of it 4n' three years and an 
Half, as 'tempred/ Mr. Brightman 'to 
take'that for'the fulfilling ot this pro- 
ery of the Witneſſes RefurreRion, 
after'they had been made a mocking 
ſtock by their Enemies three years 
and an half. This inſtance 'however 
ſhows /how poſſible it is fora won- 


derful alteration ro be made in the 


ſtate of the Church in three year and 
an half time. When the great Har- 
lot”ſhall fay.in'her heart, I fit asa 
Qaren, - and ſhall 'ſce no ſorrow, it's 
ſaid, therefore ſhall her plagues come 
in one-day, Rev. 18, 7, q. Nay at v. 
10. in one hour is thy 'Judgmenrcome, 
v. 17. for in one hour re riches 
is cofne to nought, | and v.19. for in 


one hour 'is ſhe made deſolate. Theke * | 


ages beſpeak great alterations to 
c madein a lirtle rime MI: 5 
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Jody, hs eu g's paſt, char 


'of the fixth Tranpe, for 

the ſixth Wn is the cond Wo- 
'Tr . And in faying this wo'is 
put) the cloſe of the forefaid 
oft e ReſurteRion of the Wit- 
'neffſes-ant} its concomirants, irs plan 
Trumpet, and the wo of it, wete 
pate theſe were paſt. * And, if 

lr Vilion of the Reſurreftion df 

Hi 'Witgefſes', atid what * fell bur 
With'it't ame hout , were' patt'df 
this &ohd! wo.” as utidbubredly Fey 


*|' "were, Then'ſo werell the foregoing 


| "Vifions which coritain' matrer of Wo 


t6 rhe Beftians ; they Were Io 
'birter ihgrediedts, whith with the 
wo and r eſe laſt, aft, ©. conſtitute arid 
v" fecond wo, which be- 
gan pn 4 4 thds at the 13. 


"ver: of t Ab etipal park pal parts 
"of Which Gs iirelatigg to the We- 


| 'ſetn Ife, arc "the eformation, 
rhepl yr 


inzgy of the Vials, the 
Witnelſles, the 
Earthquake 


ao 
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Earthquake. and fall of a tenth part 
of the City, - And to think what be- 


fel the amt Eevpvre by, the Turk- 


_ iſh Conqueſt, 19 contain all the ſe- 
"cond wo, t little or none of it 
was to fall upon the WeſternEmpire, 
Rome, and its Territgries, which was 
as, deeply Criminal as the: Eaſtern, 
and probably Digoen more, is to fancy 
a very unlikely. thing. 

; And yet un feroe of it it is ſaid 
that the fiv Former Trumpets had 
bur one Viſa a piece belonging to 
thei, ;.. and why then ſhould we 
gp oy y.M pre belongs to this ? 


0 which It's anſwer; The rea- * 


fon why we ſhould think, more than 
oneViſon, Mok "To more than one Vi- 
ſion, beloggs; to the ſixth, bans way 
is becauſe 3; neat, if not altogether, 
as viſible in Sri jPrure, that more than 
one belongs ongy toes it, aSit 15 that -one 
does. ſion of meaſuring the 
"Temple, bas the Witneſſes reopheſy- 


ing, of their ſmiting the Earch with , |. 


Plagues, of their Reſurreftion after 
their ſlaughter , of the, whey 20 ar 
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and fall of a tenth part of the City : 
if alltheſe ſhould make but one Vi- 
fion, as doubtleſs they do more, yet 


t)* this would prove more than the Vi- 
\ fionof the EvphrateenHorle to belon 


tothe fixth Trumpet. For all thele 
things were ſhow'd St. John after his 
Viſion of the Euphrateen Horſemen, 
and before the ending of the ſixth 
Trumpet; which. is nor cill Yer. 14. 
of this Chap. $54 

in, it 15 infinuated, as if the 
particulars forenamed ſhould apper- 
tain to ſomewhat elſe than the (rh 
Trumpet, becauſe thoſe make man 
woes ; whereas the wo of the fixrt 
Trumpet is but one, it is the ſecond 
wo in three. The anſwer to this is, 


That though the wa of this Trum- 


be but one general wo, yet it is 
uch as contains ſeveral particular 
ones in it. The men that were kil- 
led by this Turkiſh Hoſtility, were 
killed by theſe plagues, in the plural 


_ number, v. 20. For firſt, if the Turk- 


iſh Conqueſt by the Ewphratean Horle- 
men, had been the whole of the w 
G 0 


} 
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of the ſoxth Trumpet, yet that con- 
ſiſted of ſeveral diſtin woes ; as the 
loſs of eſtate, the loſs of liberty, the 
= > Power and Cm the ' 
loſs of Religion in great part, and the 
loſs of Life it Gif, 29 60 very many. 
Secondly , The ſeven plagues of hs 
_ | under the _ at 4 
rumpet, or both : a | 
are = than one , yet they hy | 
contribute to the making that ove ge- | 
neral wo of the Trumpet under which 
they fall, they being both wo«Trum- 


wo * io , they diſtinguiſh between 
the Time of the ſixth Trumpet, and '| 
the wo of it, and infinuate, as if when 
it's {aid the ſecond wo is paſt inthis 
14. ver. the meaning were _—_ 
ſhow, that the Time of the 
Trumpet 1s but thea paſt, when as 
the wo of that Trumpet was paſt 
long before , when the Exphrateas 
Horſemea were brought on the Eaſt- 
cra Empire. 

But in expreſs contradiQtion to this 
anfinuation, it is faid , not the T, = 

0 
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of the fixth Trumpet is paſt, but the 
ſecond wo uc paſt : it's true it 


. imphes, that the Titne of thar, Trum- 


pet was then paſt alfo; But however 
we fee all of the ſecond wo was not 
paſteill the Time, of che ſixth Trum- 
pet was paſt with it. And for what 
end cati we imagine the Tie of the 
fixth Trumpet ſhould be continued to 
its dne length, but to attend rhe fi- 
niſhing and compleating the woful 
Event of rhat wo-Trurmper ?' 
Proceed we now to the ſeventh 
Trumpet, ver. 15. But before we 


come tothe words in which the Viſi- 


on of this ſeventh Trumpet are ex- 
preſt, it will be of great uſe to pre- 
EE way thereto, and for the 

under{tanding the parts and 
the whole of the Viſion it ſelf, to 


| conſider what the mighty Angel, in 
Chop, 16, ver. 7. hath foretold con- 


cerning the proper Event of the Viſi- 
on of the ſeventh Trumpet. The 


* Words are theſe. But in the days of 


the Voire of the ſeventh Angel, when he 
ſhall begin to ſound, the Myſtery of God 
G 3 ſha! 
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be finiſhed, as he hath declared to 
it's Zen grd Prophets... To, which 


words, I conceive, that Angel hath | 


foretold , That the proper Event of 
the ſeventh Trumpet will be the f- 
niſbing of the Myſtery of God, accord- 
ing to what he before declared 
to his Servants the Prophets. If then 
we.can underſtand what this wyfery 
of God is here ſpoken of, and what 
the finiſbizg of it is, we may then 
know what the Event of the ſeventh 
Trumpet will be. 

The myſtery of God here men- 
tioned, - and which has been declared 
to his Se | 
probability will conſiſt mainly in 
theſe two things. Firlt in bringing 
down the Enemies of Chriſt, and of 
his Church: or the taking the power 
of ruling and bearing ſway in the 
World, wholly and irrecoverably out 
of their hands, and the putting it in- 
to the hands of thoſe whe ſhall then 
be of the Church. Secondly, In the 
great enlargement of the Kingdom of 
Chriſt in the World, by the o_ 

100 


rvants the Prophets, in all | 
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fion of the Nation of the Jews, and 
by bringing in the fullneſs of the Gen- 
| tiles. For theſe two things have been 

* abundantly declared by God ro the 
Prophets, and to: us- by them, and 
that in ſomewhat a myſterious ſtile 
too : for which reaſon the more ob- 
{cure revelation of theſe things = | 


well be called the myſtery. of 
Theſe two things were revealed unto 


the Prophet Daniel, by revealing to 
him Nebuchadnezzar's Dream , con» 
cerning the I Chap. 2. 34, 35- 
Thou ſaneſt till « ſtone was cut out with. 
out hands, which {mote the Image on his 
' feet that were of iron, atd clay , and 
brake them to _ Then was the iron, 
the thay, the braſs, the ſilver, and the 
gold, broken to pieces together , and be- 
cane like the chaff of the Summer threſh- 
ing-floors, and the wind carried them 
| away, that noplace was found for them : 
| the lone that ſmote the Image, be- 
came 4 great Mountain, and filled the 
| CS This is rc privy Au 
preted, Ver. 44,45. Int s of thoſe 
Kings fball t AS Hee! ſed up 4 
G 3 King 
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dan which be deftroyed; 
Pann pal aloe be ie = 


79 "ireak in pieces and 


aud for ever. by as much as. thou 
{aneſt, that the ſtone. mas cut out of the 
Maunt 6iws without hands , and that it 
os in tees the ws the br 5, the 
clay, the ſilver, and the yold; the great 
God hath made known to the King whet 
ſhell. come to paſs hereafter, &c. The 
like we-bave in.another of Danief's 
Viſions, .Chap.7. 26, 27. and-in ma- 
n other places ia other of the Pro» 


An d.the wh this myſtery. of +|- 


God is, that whi D0 INI 


of ahe 

F O_ this Mykery. of 

Not the fulfilling chem in part, 

: before they had been fulfilleds bur 

it is the fniſbizg the conſummation of 

this myRery, t has will be the Event 
of the ſeventh Trumper, 

For m—_ this. myſtery hath 

already 


"UW 


ume all theſe Kingdoms, and it ſball * | * 
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already been accompliſhed to a de. 
m the Converſion of many of 
the Gentiles, and joining them to, 
with the 
believing Jews which firlt received 
the |, For the doing of this 
_ my __ by = Pro- 
as Sr. calls it, Eph. 2. 
9. that is, it wasa thing n—_— 
but by few till it was accompliſhed. 
But this was aot the /niſbing this my- 
of God, that being reſerved to 
the Times of the ſeventh Trumpet, 
as it's probable, when the Nation of 
the Jews which has long been re- 
* jefted, ſhall be converted tothe Chri- 
ſtian Faith, and be brought into the 
Church. And then the Nations of 
the Gentiles in their faleſs will alſo 
be brought into the Church. This is 
yet a myſtery as St. Paul calls it, Rows. 
It. 25, 26. But the bringing theſe 
things to paſs will be the fin;ſbing'of 
this myſtery. 

And the Prophecies likewiſe of ta- 
king the power of Rule and Govern- 
ment out of the hands of the Churches 
G 4 Enemies, 
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Enemies and putting it into the hands 
of the Church, has 1n ſeveral Nations 
been fulfilled already in part ; as in 


the days of Conftantine the firſt Chri- * * 


ſtian Emperour,and of hisSucceſſors; 
and likewiſe by the happy Reforma- 
tion begun by Leather. Bur all this has 
nor yet been the finiſbing this part of 
the myſtery of declared to the 
| acer Coy th the finiſhing of this is 
reſerved to the Times of the ſeventh 
Trumpet, when the Times of the Gen- 
tiles will be fulfilled, as our Saviour's 
phraſe is, Luke 21.24. that is, when 
their time of Ruling ſhall have an 


end, The ſame thing which St. Pau/ * 


calls the putting down all Rule, all 
Authority and Power; meaning of 
theEnemies of Chriſt and his Church; 
for of thoſe he there ſpeaks, 1 Cor 
1.5, 24. 

, Having premiſed theſe things 
fromthe Angels words in Chap. 10. 7. 
we are, I hope, the better prepared 


to conſider and underſtand the Viſioa | _ 


of the ſeventh Trumpet it ſelf, as 
agreeing with what the Ange] has 
foretold concerning it. Ver. 
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Ver..t5. The ſeventh _Avgel ſoun- 
ded, ahi there were great Voices in Hea- 
ven, ſaying, the Kingdoms of this World = 
* are become the Kingdoms of the Lord and 
of his Chriſt, and he ſball reign for ever 
and ever. Behold herean e 
ment between what is here red 
in Viſion to have come to paſs upon 
the ſounding - of the ſeventh Angel, 
and between what the mighty Angel 
foretold would be finiſhed 1n the days 
of the ſeventh Angel, when he ſhould 
begin to ſound, to wit, that part of 
the myſtery of God which conſiſts in 
the laſt and greateſt enlargement of 
the Church and Kingdom of Chriſt 
upon Earth. ' For-the firſt thing we 
meet with after the ſeventh Angel has 
ſounded, is we ſee a Declaration b 
great Voices fromHeaven, ſaying, The , 
Kjngdoms of this World are _ the 
Kingdoms of the Lord, and of his C "_ 
Pa , I have formerly ſhow'd, that the 
Eventual accompliſhment of the Vi- 
fions of the Trumpets, belong to the 
times of thoſe Trumpets under which 
theYiGons are ſhow'd or ſeen. gy 
—_— ; r '-: 
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the rather takenotice of it aggyn here, 
to ſhow, that the converſion of the 
Kingdoms of -the World here ſpoken 


of, cannot be \meant of any former * * 


conver{jon of then, before the times 


of the ſeventh Trumpet, as the Con- 


verſion of Nations by the Reforma- 
tion was. 

Ver. 16, 17. And the 24. Elders 
which [ate before God on their Seats, fell 
u their Faces, and worſbipped God, 
ion ing, We give thee thanks, O Lord, 
od Almighty , which art, and' waſf, 
and art to come ; becauſe thou haſt taken 
80 thee thy great power and haſt reigned : 

That is , his Ruling or Governi 

Power, his Power of Reigning. 'A 
his taking this unto himſelf at this 
time, implies, that until then he had 
in great part ſuffered others, ſuch as 
were his Enemies, to exerciſe that 
Power, and to make ule of it againſt 
him, and againſt his faithful SubjeQts. 
But upon this ſeventh Angels ſound- 
ng, CET be DEER - 
will wholly take it out of their $ 
into his own, and will ts = 
Reign 


_ 


| 
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Reign himſelf by betruſting the ex+ 
ile of that power only in ſuch hands 
as will uſe it for him,and for the good 
of all his good and 'Loyal Subjets. 
This other part of the myſtery of 
God will at this time be fniſhed, which 
had been begun long before. 

Ver. 18. And the Nations were an» 


gry, and thy wrath is come, and the time 


the dead that they ſhould be judged, 
and that thou ſbouldeſt give m—_ ro 
thy Servants the Prophets, and to the 
Saints, and them that fear thy name, 
ſmall and great , and ſhouldeſt deftray 
them that deſtroy the Earth. Nati- 


- oxs, (or Gentiles, as others read it) 


were angry; 'they were {ore vexed, ex- 
aſperated and enraged, to find them- 
ſelves thus. going down, and thoſe 

d into power and dignity, over 
whom they had been wont contemp- 
tuoully to domineer. And thy wrath 


45 come : that is, the time of ſhowing 


his wrath will be then come, by re- 


moving thoſe Rulers , and breaki 


their power to pieces, by which they 
had oppreſſed, perſecuted, yea _ 
' tyr 
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tyr'd Chriſt's beſt Subjects. And the 
rinve of the dead that they ſhould be judg- 
ed, That is, the time of ods i 
their Cas/e will be then come, who 
blood had been unjuſtly and cruelly 
ſhed, and of calling their Enemies to 
account for it. And that thou ſhouldſF 
give reward to thy Servants the Pro- 
phets, end to the Saints, and them that 
fear thy name, both ſmall andpreat 5 to 
wit, 1n their: Succeſſors , who ſhall 
then reap the fruit of the labours and 
ſufferings of thoſe their Predeceſſors 
in the ſame Cauſe, who tranſmitted 


down tothem that Truth which now- 


will exalt them, even in this World, 
who ſhall imbrace it. And indeed 
the hononr and renown of thoſe who 
had ſuffered as evil doers-, as their 
Adverſaries would needs have it, will 
now at this time have a kind of Re» 
ſurreftion , when their cauſe , for 


which they ſuffered , is Crowned - 


with a laſting Victory and Honour. 
The holy Apoſtles and: Prophets, 
though ſo long ſince dead, will be 


ooh ies 1 
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her downfall. Rejoice over her thow 
Heaven , and ye holy Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets, for God bath avenged you ow her, 


© .* Rev. 18. 20, And if it be matter of 


rejoicing to them 1n being done on 
their account , and for the ſake of 
their ſufferings , then it will be mat- 
ter of reward to them. God will 
then bring: forth their righteouſneſs 
as the light, and their judgment as 
the noon day : which till then had 
been obſcured and kept under a dark 
Cloud by the Adverlſaries, by repre- 
ſeating them as evil doers, and as ha- 
ving ſervedly ſuffered. what they 
" had inflifted on them. «And 
deſtroy them which deſtroy the Earth, or 
corrupt the Earth, as it is in the margin. 
That is, by an utter and final deſtru- 
Qion of that power of theirs by which 
they had corrupted the World by a- 
bominable Idolatries , Superſtitions, 
and damnable Dottrines, and de- 
; Rtroyd it by unjuſt Wars, Maſlacres, 
. _ cruel Slaughters of Innocent 


Ver. 19. And theTemple of God was 
| opened 
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ur and there was ſeen in 
is Temple the Art of his Teſt aneat : 
and there were lightening 
and —_— , and wer , and 
eat hail, T e five things 

mentioges, "oe to fall obt uv 
the pouring out the {eventh Vial, viz. 
Voices, Thunders, Lightnings , a 
= Earthquako , fuch 'as was not 
ince men were upon the Earth, and 
great Hail, every Stone about the 
weight ofa talenr,Ch. r6.18.21. Which 
argues, that rhe effeQts of the ſeventh 
Val will accompliſh and bring to 


paſs this part of the Event of the ſe- _|. 


venth Trumpet. And as upon the 
founding the ſeventh Trumpet rhe 
—_— God will be fried, {o 
upon the pouring out the laſt Vial 
a Voice out of the Throne ſays, It i 
done, which ſignifies the ſame thing, 
Ch. 16, 17, And that theſe Voices, 
Thunderings, &c. are indications of 
the great mutations that will then be 
in the World in Kingdoms and States, 
and the terrible overthrow and down- 
fal of the Enemies of Chriſt and his 

Church, 


s, and woites, , 


| » 
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Church, appears by-what is ſaid to 
follow upon them? Ver. 19, 20. to 
; wit, the falling of the Cities of the 
* Nations, great Bebylow's. coming in 
remembrance before God, to give un« 
to her the Cup of the Wine of the 
fiercenels of his wrath , the Iſlands 
flying away, and the Mountains be- 
ing not found. 

And thus we ſee it here plainly re- 
preſented in Viſion , that the ſubj 
matter of the Event of the ſeventh 
Trumpet,or that of which it will con- 
fiſt, is the laſt the great and full en- 

largement of the Church, and the fi- 
- nal and total ſubduing the power of 
her Enemies, - by which it had been 
C__ All peg now it more 

y a , was fſignihed by the 
Enithige of the Myſtery of Go in 
| thedays of the ſeventh Angel, when 
he ſhould ſound his Trumpet , as 
was foretold by the mighty Angel, 
Ch. 10. 

The moſt famous enlargement of 
theChurch,in the which theKingdoms 
ef this World will become the —_ 

oms 
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